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In this week’s Notes on Open Letters we lay befpre 
our readers some helpful information regarding 
various editions of the Greek New Testament. 


How beautiful our lives would soon grow if we 
carried always with us, and put into practice, the 
lessons we learn by experience! We look back at 
the end of a year and see many things that cause 
bitter regret, but instead of leaving them behind we 
go on repeating the same follies and errors in the 
new year. A little heroic decision would enable us 
to rise every day on the mistakes of yesterday. 


Should there be any downright severity in our 
religion ; and if so; where should it be exercised ? 
These two questions are very neatly answered by 
Dr. C. J. Vaughan, in a recent sermon, in which his 
last “point” is this: “‘ Finally, let our religion have 
its aspect of severity. if we are not called—few of 
us are 80—to judge others, at least let us judge our- 
selves. .°. . The tenderest men of all are the severest 
with themselvyes—they know how to pity, who know 
how to repent.” 





Good plans are not enough. There are some 
zealous people who are always wanting to know the 
methods pursued by. successful workers. No doubt 
there is something in wise plans, There are ways of 
working that are better than other ways. There is 
@ great power in an effective organization of a church 
oraSunday-school. But, after all, the very best plans 
alone amount to nothing. That which gives success 
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is downright, honest, skillfal work. The old painter 
said he mixed his colors with brains, to give them 
such a beauty upon the canvas. Successful men 
win their success, not by dexterous arts and scicntific 
mancuvring, but by brain and brawn Make the 
best plans you can, but be sure you put your whole 
heart and soul into them. Do it as for Christ, and, 
depending upon his blessing, you will not fail. 





Holders of the Darwinian and other like theories 
wil! get little comfort from such a declaration of belief 
as that made by Francis T. Buckland, the distin- 
guished naturalist who recently died, and whom 
Professor Huxley has been appointed to succeed as 
Inspector-General of the Fisheries of Great Britain. 
Only a day or two before his death he finished the 
preface to his latest book, “The Natural History of 
British Fishes,” in the course of which he says: 
“T have another object in writing this book; it is to 
endeavor to show the truth of the good old doctrines 
of the Bridgewater Treatises, which have so ably 
demonstrated the ‘ power, wisdom, and goodness of 
God, as manifested in the creation.’ Of late years the 
doctrines of so-called ‘ evolution’ and ‘development’ 
have seemingly gained ground among those interested 
in natural history ; but I have too much faith in the 
good sense and natural acumen of my felluw-coun- 
trymen to think that these tenets will be very long 
lived. To put matters very straight, I steadfastly 
believe that the great Creator, as, indecd, we are di- 
rectly told, made all things perfect and ‘ very good’ 
from the beginning; perfect and very good every 
created thing is now found to be, and will so con- 
tinue to the end of time.” 


Things do not always have the same appearance 
when looked at from different points of view. There 
are some things that seem hard and painful while we 
are experiencing them, which, afterwards, when we 
have passed them by and look back upon them, appear 
very beautiful and full of blessing. It is thus with 
many of the trials and afflictions we are called to 
endure. “No chastening for the present seemeth to 
be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable’ fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised’’— put in training — 
“thereby.” On the other hand, there are many 
things that appear pleasant as one passes through 
them, that look repulsive in the retrospect. This is 
true of all wrong actions. At the time, they may 
cause a thrill of pleasure; but when the wrong-doer 
looks back at his deeds, they seem horrible, and fill 
him with shame and remorse. These after thoughts 
are always the truer thoughts. Actions that stand 
the test of being looked back upon are worthy and 
noble; while those that cause regret and shame in 
the retrospect ought never to have been done at all. 
A wise question to put to ourselves before every 
decision or act would be, How will this look from 
the last day of the year? How will its contemplation 
affect me on my death-bed? We should never do 
anything that will not endure this test:of retrospect, 

How olien it iad that those who declaim 
loudest against the credulity of Christianity are 
themselves the first to place implicit confidence in 
some utterly untrustworthy religious or philosophic 





scheme of the hour! “Advanced thinkers” who 
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are amazed that intelligent Kihiple should we fools 
enough to believe that a prophecy of Isaiah is to be 
fulfilled, or that the Lord Jesus Christ rose from the 
grave, will reverentially investigate the predictions 
of some ancient astrologer, or will swallow without 
a grimace some fable of spirit-rappings or second- 
sight. Thus it was that Comte devised an absurd 
set of seven “sacraments” for his positivist follow- 
ers; that Heine found “Our Lady of Beauty” in 
the Venus of Milo; and that Robert Dale Owen fell 
into the clumsy trap set for him by a “ Spiritualist ” 
pretender. In the same connection it may be noted 
that men and women who deride the enthusiasm of 
the Christian heart, and affect to be cold and cynical 
as regards the rescue of a soul from death, are the 
very ones who beggar the English language in their 
raptures concerning some work of art—perhaps a 
“consummate” tea-cup or “precious” picture. 
Here, for instance, is a sentence which we find in 
the Revue des Deux Mondes, in the course of a 
criticism of a new opera: “From quiverings to 
quiverings, from world: to world, the soul throws 
itself upon the eternal harmonies ; heaven opens 
anew, and the epilogue fulfills the law and the 
prophets of the prologue—fall of ecstasy, happiness, 
heart, love,God!” All this is from a writer who 
would doubtless be the last to appreciate the height 
and reach ofa really religious mood. After all, 
people who still believe in God and the Bible need 
not be very seriously disturbed when they are 
charged with credulity and over-enthusiasm. 





LEAVING THINGS UNFINISHED. 


A great deal is said about ‘the duty of finishing 
whatever we undertake, but not enough is said about 
the duty of leaving things unfinished. The most 
successful men in this world are those who are wil- 
ling to leave things unfinished, And very many 
failures of success are a direct result of trying: to 
finish things that must inevitably be left unfinished. 

Who, indeed, could hope’ to finish fully the best 
thing he ever undertook in life? Who could say 
that he had so realized his ideal, in his accomplish- 
ing, that there was nothing left for him to do, if he 
had more time and skill for the service ? 

“*T wonder if ever a song was sung 
But the singer’s heart sang sweeter ! 
I wonder if ever a rhyme was rung 
But the thought surpassed the metre ! 
I wonder if ever a sculptor wrought 
Till the cold stone echoed his ardent thought! 
Or if ever a painter, with light and shade, 
The dream of his inmost heart portrayed!” 
There cannot be a doubt as to this. The more there 
is of soul in a man, the less possibility is there of its 
finding finished expression in his word or his deed. 
“No real poet ever wove in numbers 
Ali his dream ; but the diviner part, 
Hidden from all the world, spoke to him only 
In the voiceless silence of his heart ”’ 
No truest preacher ever yet said all he thought, 
or longed to say, as he stood before the people of his 
charge and sought to sway their hearts in the direc 
tion of some grand truth of God which had posses- 
sion of hissoul. No great writer was ever yet satis- 
fied with his elaboration of the theme which more 
than any other seemed worthiest of his soul and pen, 
No profound scholar} ever yet believed that he had 
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compassed knowledge in the direction of bis closest 
studies. To him the voice of wisdom still was say- 


“Forerun thy peers, thy time, and let 
Thy feet, millenniums hence, be set 
In midst of knowledge, dreamed not yet. 
Thou hast not gain’d a real height, 
Nor art thou nearer to the light ; 
Because the scale is infinite.” 


The foremost apostle of Christ—foremost in zeal 
and knowledge and abundant labors of love—must 
cry out, as he nears the end of his earthly service : 
“Not as though I had already attained, either were 
already perfect; but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of 
Christ Jesus.” And when he says of himself, “I 
have finished my course,” it is in no suggestion of 
the completeness of his work, but rather in recog- 
nition of the end of his working. The dungeon 
and the chain, with the executioner’s block before 
him, were evidence that all his toiling must cease, 
however much remained for others to do in further- 
ance and completion of his unfinished labors. One 
only among all who ever bore the human form could 
say in truth, at the close of his life, concerning all 
that he had undertaken on earth, “It is finished.” 
The truest and best of His disciples must leave the 
completest of his labors incomplete and unfinished. 

Even if it were possible for one to realize his ideal 
in actual work, there is not time enough for the 
accomplishment. 

“ Art is long, and Time is fleeting ;” 


and one cannot devote all his life to a single item of 
service. There is something else for him to attend 
to. A visitor at a well-known bronze-foundry saw 
there, in process of manufacture, the panels for the 
massive doors in our national capitol which illustrate 
events in the life of Washington. A skilled worker 
in metals sat over each separate panel, with the 
original model before him. Carefully he cleansed 
the surfaces, trimmed the rough edges, filled in the 
porous cavities, touched and retouched the outlines, 
and shaped and smoothed and polished one portion 
eafier another, and then went back to do the same 
thing over again, each time to seeming advantage. 
“T shouldn’t think you would know when you were 
through with this work,” said the visitor. “You 
seem always to have something more to do on it.” 
“ We never are through,” was the workman’s answer, 
“so long as they will let us keep at it. Such work 
as this is never perfect. We stop when they take 
the panels away. That’s all the finishing there is to 
it.” What was true of those bronze-workers is true 
in every department of life. And this it is that 
makes leaving things unfiaished both a necessity and 
a duty. 
“ Labor with what zeal we will, 
Something still remains undone, 
Something uncompleted still 
Waits the rising of the sun. 
“ By the bedside, on the stair, 
At the threshold, near the gates, 
With its menace, or its prayer, 
Like a mendicant it waits.” 

What if a business man should attempt to finish 
all the things that seem to need attention at his 
home, before starting out in the morning for his 
work of the day? What if he should persist in the 
determination of leaving nothing undone in the line 
of desirable correspondence, on first reaching his 
office? What if he should stop over one department 
of his business until everything was said and done 
there that could be said or done to advantage? 
Where would the rest of his business go to meantime? 
It is by breaking off at one point after another, leav- 
ing there things unfinished that he would like to 
attend to if only he had the time for it, that a man 
is enabled to keep his -business moving properly in 
its every department. It may, indeed, be said, that 
a man’s power of doing business is measured by his 

ability to let things alone which ought to be left 
uufiaished, Stopping to finish things is often a sign 


of folly and weakness. A lad was once called to 
dinner while he was engaged in a piece of work that 
engrossed his attention, and which was almost fin- 
ished. He kept on at his work. Again and again 
he was called, but still he worked away. His elder 
brother spoke up testily, “I can stand most all kinds 
of laziness; but I’ve no patience with a man who is 
too lazy to stop working.” And there was an im- 
portant truth in that suggestion. It is a lack of 
character, a lack of courage, a lack of wisdom, a 
lack of true thrift, that makes many a man stick at 
his work to finish it when he ought to be willing 
to turn away and leave it unfinished. 

You mustn’t attempt to fiaish that book before 
you go to bed. You must leaveit unfinished. You 
musn’t expect to get all the family mending done 
before Sunday. You must leave a great deal of 
it unfinished. You mustn’t plan to finish the fur- 
nishing of your house out of this year’s income. 
For a while, at least, you must leave the furnishing 
unfinished. You mustn’t kill yourself trying to do 
ten men’s work, or two. You mustn’t even try to 
do all the work there is to be done in your sphere. 
At the best you will have to leave a large share of it 
unfinished. You mustn’thope to finish any article 
or sermon or book you write—to finish the treatment 
of its subject as you could if you had more time for 
the work. You must use what time you have as 
well as you can, and then leave the subject unfinished. 
And when you have decided to take a vacation, 
or to leave one line of work for another, you mustn’t 
suppose that you can finish up everything in the old 
place before you go to the new one. You must 
recognize the inevitable necessity of leaving a great 
many things unfinished—and leave them unfinished. 
Your usefulness and your truest success in life de- 
pends quite as much on what you consent to leave 
unfinished as on what you insist on finishing. 

And, after all, it is for the beauty, as it is for the 
usefulness, of our lives, that we should so often be 
compelled to turn away from things we have worked 
at, leaving them unfinished, when we fain would 
keep on to complete them. There would be no 
variety, no sharp contrasts, in our experiences, unless 
we were turned abruptly from one sphere of toil, of 
thought, of feeling, to another; and this abrupt 
turning will in every case leave something behind 
unfinished. It is by the breaking off of one thread 
in the embroidery, and the beginning again with a 
thread of another color, that the tapestry pattern 
grows in beauty and glows in symmetry of tasteful 
design. On the one side of the canvas are seen’the 
broken ends of the threads which were left unfia- 
ished. Oathe other side appears the completed work 
which derives its chief attractiveness from the very 
variety and contrasts which are the result of leaving 
one thread after another unfiaished. 

God wants us to leave one thing unfinished that 
another thing—a better thing because it is another 
thing—may now be undertaken by us. Let us, then, 
not groan over what we must leave unfinished ; but 
let us take hold heartily of the new thing God has 
for us to do,and so let us “ go on unto perfection,” 
assured that there is completeness of design in God’s 
plan for us—not only in spite of, but even through, 
the unexpected and seemingly incongruous diversity 
of our experiences in his service. 

“No shattered box of ointment 
We ever need regret, 
For out of disappointment 
Flow sweetest odors yet. 
“ The discord that involveth 


Some startling change of key, 
The Master’s hand resolveth 
In richest harmony.”’ 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


There will always be differences of opinion as to the 
relative value of works of critical scholarship. Tastes 
differ as well as judgments; moreover, much depends on 
the precise purpose for which one desires a help in study. 
Yet there is s gain in comparing the views of those who 








are reasonably fami'iar with study belps in a given line 
hence we are glad to reply to the inquiry from a clergy. 
man in New Jersey, who writes: 

Your articles on commentaries and teachers’ Bibles have 


been very valuable. Can you not give us one on the various 
editions of the Greek Testament, with prices and descriptions ? 


Editions of the Greek Testament are numerous indeed, 
If one wishes abundant critical apparatus, that is, data to 
enable him to form a judgment as to the various readings 
of the sacred text, he must have one of the large and 
expensive works. Of these,—though the older ones of 
Grieabsch, Wetstein, Mill, and others, are not in all 
reepects superseded,.—the modern choice lies between 
Tischendorf (Critica M+j r, edition viii), Tregelles, and 
Alford; and in the order here given. Each of these 
costs about thirty dollars. For the smaller critical edi- 
tions, nothing is equal to Tischendorf’s Critica Minor ; 
and indeed for strictly critical purposes, it does not fall 
much behind Alford’s, just mentioned. Each of these 
works has its peculiar merits and disadvantages. The 
Prolegomena, or Introductory Matter, to the last editions 
of Tischendorf’s Critica Major and Oritica Minor were 
left unfinished at the author’s death; and have not yet 
appeared, though continually expected. Of manuals 
there is a very wide room for selection. In America, for 
many years, Robinson’s edition of Habn’s Greek Testa- 
ment enjoyed a deserved popularity. It had the conve- 
nient merit of a critical introduction in English In every 
way it was a handy and useful edition; and those who 
were used to it while it still possessed the field, will not 
readily dispense with it now. That is the only American 
edition to be recommended, except such texts—usually 
only of particular books—as are provided with a com- 
mentary and vocabulary, and do not properly come with- 
in this inquiry. Of other critical manuals, the various 
editions of Tischendorf are both beautiful and useful ; 
but only three of them are to be noticed here. These 
are two octavo editions, ove in the familiar type, and 
the other in the perrendicular rounded type; the 
latter corresponding with that of the edition of the 
Septuagint by the same editor. The third is small 
enough to put into the pocket, but yet of very clear 
and beautiful type. It was originally a part of the 
same editor's “ Triglott,” in Greek, Latin, and German; 
but after the appearance of the eighth edition of his 
Critica Major, the text of this portion of the triglott was 
made to conform thereto, Of Tiechendorf’s manuals, 
none should be purchased of elder date than 1878. But 
for text alone, perhaps the most convenient in all respects 
is Scrivener’s. This gives at the foot of the page the 
various readings cf Tischendorf, Tregelles, and L¥ch- 
mann, with sundry readings of Beza, and the diffsrences 
between the old standards of what is called “the received 
text.” The corresponding portions in the body of the 
page are printed in a different type from the rest; so 
that one sees at a glance what portions of the text bave 
a variant reading, and what not. For real usefulness 
combined with small compass, this book is not surpassed 
by any. A very cheap and beautiful Greek Testament, 
with marginal references, having a text “according to 
the most ancient authorities,” has been lately published 
by the Bible Society at Basel. A/l these above are to be 
obtained through the leading booksellers. Of critical 
texts, or those pretending to be such, that of Scholz is to 
be avoided. Those who wish the common text only, and 
do not wish to be troubled with critical matter, will find 
two beautiful 18 mo editions published by the Clarendon 
Preas, and to be had of Macmillan & Oo. One has the 
text alone, in very clear Eaglish-cut type of good size; 
the other is Lloyd’s, with abundant marginal references 
and other information. It is of a little smaller type, 
though equally clear with the last; or uniform with the 
Oxford three-volume Septuagint. Of the manuals, the 
prices run from-one dollar to two dollars; with increase, 
of course, for finer bindings. Besides these, there are 
many editions bound up with a lexicon at the end. 
Scrivener’s is to be had thus; but the lexicon is not the 
most perfect of its kind, though it is the one bound up 
with several different editions of Bagster’s New Testa- 
ments. The best of the manual lexicons in common use 
is one bound up with an edition of Griesbach’s text, in 
one of Bohn’s series. For Greek and English together, 
Oardwell’s, in two volumes, is the most useful and beauti- 
ful; though too large for the pocket. It is very cheap. 


It can be had of Macmillan. In addition, it is under- 


stood that the long-expected edition of Westcott and 
Hort will be out in a very few months. The prepara- 
tion of this work has occupied the Jabors of more than 
twenty years, but only a few bits—such for example, as 
the text of the Epistle to the Romans in Vaughan’s com- 
mentary—have been given to the public, 
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MUSIC AT HOME. 
BY GEORGE W. BUNGAY. 
Around, above we trace, 
Through the vast realm of space ; 
Music divine. 
From bee, and bird, and breeze, 
And tossing plumes of trees, 
And beat of sounding seas, 
And stars that shine. 
How soft the peaceful chime ; 
How simple and sublime 
The notes we hear. 
We bail the sweet event; 
Of voice and instrument, 
Oa happy missions sent,— 
Hail songs of cheer! 
Song lifts the load away, 
Of cares that dulled the day, 
With sorrow’s gloom, 
The weary heart finds rest; 
And rapture swells the breast, 
When music is the guest 
Of home, sweet home. 
The bappy holiday 
Comes with a brighter ray, 
Where music reigns. 
The wingéd moments fly ; 
With notes caught from on high, 
Like larks that mount the sky— 
With heavenly strains. 
Sweet Music, heavenly maid, 
Thy smile dispels the shade 
Of sorrow’s gloom. 
Come with thy chorded shell ; 
Come home with me to dwell, 
Thy tones alone can tell 
The bliss of home. 


THE NECESSITY OF A BELIEF. 


BY PROFESSOR T. W. COIT, D.D. 


When a man has begun to feel that his life, under the 
guidance of his appetites and passions, has done nothing 
for him but to fill him with disappointments, and leave 
his soul a starving,—when, that his past life has made 
him an alien from his God, and an outcast from a true 
heart-home,—when, that-it has left him naked of all 
saving righteousness, sick of himself and all about him, 
imprisoned by the chains of evil habits, whose iron is 
eating into his soul,—then, oh, how he wants the right 
food for that soul, the right array for it, the right physi- 
cian for its ailments, the right deliverer from its thral- 
doms! And just here it is that the gospel meets his first 
and most pressing wants, by saying to him, Believe, 
believe in something better than what has only made you 
wretched, and will lead you on to wretchedness consum- 
mate, to perdition. Believe in the mercy of the Father, 
whom you have offended and forsaken, in his atoning 
Son, in his sanctifying Spirit, in his sheltering church, 
in their triumph over the exactions of justice in “ the 
forgiveness of sins,” in their triumph over death, with 
glorious hopes of “ the life everlasting.” 

Wherefore, it is trusted, that any thoughtful person 
can see that the first and most natural gift which a divine 
Benefactor can present to a relf ruined and self despairing 
mortal, is—something to believe. He must have an uplift- 
ing belief, which leads him to something better than him- 
self to rest upon, to settle down upon. For if you send 
such a man back to himself, he can find no comfort, no 
stay, no emancipation ; and all he can do is to invoke 
annihilation, as the undone are represented doing it in 
the Revelation of St. John (Rev. 6: 16). 

Belief, then, is not a strange thing, or an arbitrary 
exaction, as some suppose, It is the most natural supply 
possible of a present and pressing and crying want, It 
is pot an imposition, as the tkeptical fancy ; it is a relief. 
a benefaction, a refuge, an anchorage, something to cling 
to, and hold fast by, like a lighthouse to a mariner amid 
the tossings of an angry deep. 

Oaly let us take this view of belief, only let t us feel its 
due position in man’s spiritual history, and its adapted- 
ness to man’s spiritual wants, and we shall never ask why 
religion opens with it as the foremost of “ first princi- 
ples.” It is just the sort of first principle which the 
case of a perplexed and self.accusing sinner demands, 

Take the case of the lord treasurer of the queen of 
Ethiopia, for an illustration. 

This anxious lordling occupied even the hours of a 
journey, not with the state of the finances, but with the 
state of his soul, He read the fifty-third chapter of 
Isaiah, full of intimations of a Redeemer, amid the 
rattling of chariot. wheels and the dust of a desert. But 
the page of the prophet, luminous as it may seem to us, 








was dark and blurred to him, until Philip the Evangelist 
shed upon it the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God, as it shines in the face of Jesus Christ. When it 
was explained to him that the theme of the prophet’s 

eulogy was a missionary from heaven, who was ready to 
suffer martyrdom for those who could not be their own 
deliverers, then (as he bethought himself) such a patron 
was just the friend he needed. He had gone to Jerusalem 
on a religious pilgrimage, and was evidently but little 
benefited. He had been pointed to the prophets for con- 
solation, but he could not comprehend them. Their 
pages to him were riddles, and, but for the interposition 
of Heaven, he might have gone down to his grave a per- 
plexed and heart-sick doubter. But Mercy upon heaven’s 
heights saw, appreciated, and pitied his gropings, and 
sent an illuminator to make the day dawn, and the day- 
star of hope arise over his darkened heart (2 Pet. 1: 19). 

And so suited was the tuition to his case, that, instead 
of waiting for an exhortation to obedience, he became 
eager to attest his Christian allegiance unbidden. Philip 
had rather to repress him than provoke him. He put in 
an if—a retarding condition—before listening to his 
appeal, “ What doth hinder me to be baptized?” And 
the condition referred to the heartiness of his new-born 
loyalty. Even his spiritual tutor could not at first com- 
prehend why his faith should be so ready, so buoyant, 
and so free. 

If he had known the history of the lord treasurer’s 
soul, he would have been less diffident and less restrain- 
ing. That history (it is not at all unlikely) had resembled 
Solomon’s, as portrayed to us in the Book of Ecclesiastes. 
His position, as the first financier of a nation, indicates 
that he had made wealth and all its appliances his study, 
till all he wanted of royalty and its pre-eminence was its 
name. But when high and lifted up, he could survey the 
whole landscape of human life, and ascertain how little 
it could do to help a soul in its “ longings after immor- 
tality,” he came to the bitter conclusion that all its 
promises were but “ vanity and the work of errors.” So 
he went to Jerusalem, Solomon’s old home, for consola- 
tion. The fame of Solomon’s wisdom, as a profound 
philosopher as well as a mighty monarch, still lingered, 
perhaps, in the land from which he came. Yet there the 
oracles of God were put into his hand in vain ; he walked 
in darkness, and had no light, and was going to his hearth 
and home as cheerless and desperate as ever. 

But Philip gave hima belief which operated like a 
talismanic key to our medern gafes, so often setting at 
defiance both fraud and fire. Philip gave him a clue to 
render the Bible an intelligible and palatable book. He 
saw at a glance that it satisfied his soul’s cravings; and 
he embraced it unprompted, had the seal and consecra- 
tion of baptism attached to it, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 

Nevertheless, some will say, those especially who are 
beginners, we have not gone the round which was gone 
by Solomon and the Ethiopian courtier, and how shall 
we make their discoveries? They, too, were fancied 
knowing ones; but we are the genuine gnostics, and 
they are hardly examples for this age of progress. 

Well, then, let us tura from examples amid the shadows 
of the past, ‘and come down to the revelations of later 
days. If you want to see how an opinionated modern 
philosopher could get along without a creed, look at such 
a man as Gibbon. This supercilious, conceited infidel 
said, in the days of health and hilarity and fame, that 
he had rather be wrong alone, than right with the vulgar 
multitude, 

But as the end came grimly and inexorably on, and he 
was permitted no longer to look around discursively, but 
compelled to look straight ahead—the blank prohib'tory 
future thoroughly appalled him. He had no refuge there 
—it was all emptiness or impenetrable gloom—and he 
confessed, in accents which must have seemed like the 
gasps of dissolution, to the utter “failure of hope.” 
This was to him a supreme grief, yet a remediless one. 
He had nothing wherewith to purchase a jot or tittle of 
consolation. Tne future to him was dreary and funereal 
to the uttermost—in the language of _the Bible, it was 
the blackness of da: kness forever. 

This was all the heaven which could be spelled out by a 
unbelieving philosopher, who had lived upon the frivolities 
of pride and flattery and self exaltation, till in the hour 
of his greatest need he was left to the forlornest solitude, 
with no company but the ghosts of departed joys, and 
fear, brooding over the abyss into which he was to plunge, 
like vindictive fate! 

If you want to die the death of the man who eees not 
a twinkle of light to irradiate the solid glooms of the 
grave, then follow him who wanted no creed but his own 
opinions, and calamity will be your ratellite as surely as 
the executioner will attend the outlawed and sentenced 
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criminal. I would‘ not die the unutterably cheerless 
death of Gibbon if I could have the honors of his alither- 
ship a thousand times repeated. 

Or, if you prefer the testimony of one who sought 
happiness in a life of gaiety and fashion, think over the 
confession of a man who in his prime was an emperor, as 
it were, in the realms of self-indulgence. Lord Chester- 
field, who died in 1773, was as much the envy of his 
contemporaries as any individual throughout the most 
brilliant assemblies of Europe. He believed in beauty 
and wealth, and splendor and gaiety, and intrigue and 
courtliness and adulation, to the very uttermost; but 
“ God was not in all his thoughts.” He had no living 
belief on which to lean. So his life, which was onee a 
supreme delight, became to him the intensest of abomina- 
tions ; and this is his withering acknowledgment: 

“T have seen the silly round of business and pleasure, 
and I have done with itall. I have erjoyed ail the pleas- 
ures of the world, and consequently know their futility, 
and do not regret their loss. I appraise them at their 
real value, which is in truth very low; whereas, those 
who have not experienced them always overrate them. 
They only see their gay outside, and are dazzled with 
their glare; but I have been behind the scenes. I have 
seen all the coarse pulleys and dirty ropes which exhibit 
and move the gaudy machine; and I have seen and 
smelt the tallow candles, which illuminate the whole 
decoration, to the astonishment and admiration of the 
ignorant audience. When I reflect on what I have seen, 
what I have heard, what I have done, I cannot persuade 
myself that all that frivolous hurry of bustle and pleasure 
of the world had any reality, but I look on all that is 
past as one of those romantic dreams which opium com- 
monly occasions, and I by no means wish to repeat the 
nauseous dose for the sake of the fugitive dream. Shall 
I tell you,” he adds, to the friend to whom he was writing, 
“that I bear this melancholy situation with that merito- 
rious constancy which most men boast’? No, sir; I 
really cannot help it. I bear it because I must bear it, 
whether I will or not. I think of nothing but killing 
time, now that time has become my enemy. It is my 
resolution to sleep in the carriage during the remainder 


of the journey” (A. Fuller’s Works, I., 140). 


Compare this language with that of one who had 
something to rely on of which this world could not 
bereave him—something better than his own opinions to 
give him buoyancy—something better than self-flattery to 
sustain him. As the crisis of life drew nigh, as the por- 
tals of destiny opened, there was no ‘‘failure of hope,” 
to sadden the great Apostle of the Gentiles, no sinking 
of the heart, to drag him down and make him court 
insensibility as an emancipation. No, But with the 
indomitable courage of a veteran, he thus confronts his 
finalenemy. ‘I have fought good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth, there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me in that day” (2 Tim. 
4:7). Weheresee the grand secret of his inspiration, 
in that hour when his last sands were falling: —‘‘ I have 
kept the faith.” Paul had had a belief to lean upon, and 
guide his steps by. And he had not thrown it away, in 
moments of self-complacency and self-indulgesce. He 
had kept it resolutely. And he found, at last, that with 
that he had kept all that was worth his keeping. His 
belief had brought him to the haven where he would be. 
His belief had been his directory, through a career well 
finished, and he stood at last upon this world’s verge, 
with that which no throne of this world could horor 
him, a crown from the hands of this world’s Judge. He 
had kept the faith, as the pilot keeps his compass, as the 
soldier his banner, as the cashier his key, as the states- 
man his great seal; and so his greeting from Him who 
wields all power in heaven and on earth, was finally to 
be, “ Well done, good and faithful servant; enter thou 
into the joy of thy. Lord!” 





PREPARATION FOR TEACHING. 
BY THE REV. E. B. SANFORD. 

Natural aptitude for teaching is a gift to be coveted, 
but it will never do away with the necessity of careful 
preparation. The keenest blade will soon dull and lose 
its edge if it is not sharpened. There are many who fail 
either wholly or partially as teachers, and plead in extenu- 
ation that they possess neither knack nor fitness for this 
service, when in reality their lack is that of thoughtful 
preparation, 

The kind of genius that achieves succes» in Sunday- 
school work, as in other things a3 a rule, las its rcet im 
faithful, persistent labor. “ Helps” are excellent in their 
place, but they need to be mixed with individual brain- 
thought and prayerful meditation in order to becume 








52 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 






(Vol. XXIIL, No. 4. 








available, A hurried readjng of the verses on Sabbath 
morning, or # mechanical asking of the questions from 
the lesson leaf, is not teaching. Back of that service 
there must be both mental and spiritual preparation. 

The study of the lesson should begin early in the week. 
If the verses are read thoughtfally on Monday, and re- 
called to mind as there is opportunity during the week, 
they will become more and more luminous with truth 
and illustration, and the great difficulty will be to choose 
what is most important to bring before the class, 

This method of preparation, if faithfully pursued, is 
sure to kindle an enthusiasm and interest that makes the 
work of teaching a joy and privilege. Those who are 
under the pressure of heavy and varied responsibilities 
in home and business life, find that in adopting this plen 
they secure in odd moments of leisure the necessary time 
for study, and gain spiritual strength for every-day duties. 
The class of teachers who cannot find time to prepare for 
their work are generally those who neglect or forget the 
matter until the bells ring on Sunday morning. Prepara- 
tion for teaching includes much more than a general 
knowledge of the lesson. Adaptation, clearness in state- 
ment, and simplicity of definition, are essential to success 
in the instruction of children, and this power is the result 
of study, and notof any happy gift or inspiration. - 

If the minister of Christ needs spiritual preparation for 
his work, no lees is it required by the teacher, Both 
alike are using instrumentalities for a common end,—the 
spiritual welfare of those placed under their guidance. 
Seed-sowing for eternity is a work of infinite importance ; 
and the mors fully this is realized, the deeper will be the 
sense of dependance on the divine guidance and help 
Spiritual preparation will direct both heart and truth 
aright. “He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him.” 





BEGINNING AFRESH. 
BY MARY E. OO, WYETH, 


“ How easily one gets out of the way of Ohristian work !” 
said Mrs, Malden, a young mother, to her visitor, who 
had ventured upon a suggestion concerning the duties of 
the coming Sunday. “You may think, Mrs, Madison, 
that I attend church as regularly, and Sunday-school as 
religiously, as I used to do before my marriage; but 
indeed it is not the case. I have not entered a Sunday- 
school room once in the past two years ; indeed, it is only 
semi-occarionally that we see the inside of achurch. I 
regret it, but I do not see just how to help it. After 
things take shape one way or another, it is so hard to 
alter them.” 3 

“Ts not your husband a church-member?” asked Mrs. 
Madison. 

“Yes, and used to be an active worker in the Sunday- 
school, Since our marriage there have been 80 many 
hindrances, and so many added cares, that it seems as if 
everything helped to crowd us both out of and away 
from all fields of active labor. We were gone for three 
months, you know, on our wedding journey. When we 
returned, there was the house to fit up,—and I fell il), 
and there were bothers innumerable, so that it seemed 
quite impracticable for me to go again into the Sunday- 
school, and Robert never likes to go anywhere without 
me, ard so—well, as I said, it is easy to fall out of ranks 
You think us quite lazy, no doubt; and I fear you will! 
not altogether mirjudge us. Really, in two years one 
becomes timid about re-entering a field of labor that one 

has kept out f for that length of time. I should feel 
strangely out of place now in a Sunday-school. But, of 
course, we will visit some school to-morrow. You are 
such an earnest and faithful worker in the cause, that I 
am sure you long to see our schools, They are very 
interesting ones,—or were so two years ago,” added Mrs, 
Malden with a faint blush. 

“Oan you leave baby long enough to attend both ser- 
vices?” asked the visitor. 

“Oh! nurse is faithfal and efficient,” answered Mrs. 

Malden. “ Baby is not responsible for mamma’s delin- 

quencies. I could have attended school for all the hin- 

drance baby has been. I had simply fallen out of the 
way of it, before baby came ; and when once your class is 
given up, or broken up, it is not so easy to begin again. 

At least I do not find it easy.” 

“ Still, the work is a great work, and the Lord has need 
of laborers,” said Mrs, Madison gently. 
“Tt is very good of you not to lecture,” said Mrs. 


Malden. “I was afraid you’d be dreadfully shocked, and 
Then she added, with a rich 
blush mantling her cheek, “ My own conscience does 


conclude us heathen.” 


somethirg like this.” 


visitor, “ is doubtless a faithful monitor. 
voice in your soul 
or inaction, surely I have no reproach for you. 


It is God’s 
If it has justified your past action 
If now 
it admonishes you that the harvest is great and the 
laborers few, surely there is one thing for you to do. 
Respond with promptness to the Master’s command: ‘Go 
work in my vineyard.’ Let the past be past. Begin 
afresh. Resolve, and you wi'l find the work almost as 
easy to begin as you found it to leave off. Remember, 
the time is short. What we sre permitted to do for our 
Master, we must do now,” 
Mrs. Madison said no more, but, taking a book from 
the table, began to read. Mrs. Malden considered the 
words she had heard. “ Begin afresh” sounded again 
and again in her mind, and “The Lord has need of 
laborers.” “Am I keeping back my reasonable service?” 
she asked herself; and then followed the query, “ And, 
by my example, am I keeping back my husband’s also?”» 
And for answer there was the accusing voice of conscience, 
whose whispered word caused the self-examiner to blush 
with conscious conviction. 
It was Saturday afternoon.’ Robert Mal’en’s custom 
was to take his wife to drive after the early tea. Promptly 
at six o’clock his ringing step and cheery voice were heard 
in the hall, and Heloise, glancing out of the window, 
saw that the carriage waited at the door. She greeted 
her husband with her usual happy smile as he entered 
the sit'ing-room, but there was a deeper shade of serious 
ness on her face than R bert had been wont to see of 
late. How quickly his eye noted it! 
“ Has anything gone wrong?” he asked. 
“ No—oh, no!” she made haste to reply. “ But, yes,’ 
she added in the next moment. “Two people have gone 
wrong, I think; and I am a bit troubled about it, for | 
believe that I am to blame for both.” 
It was Robert’s turn to look serious now. 
“‘ How are you to blame, my dear?” he asked, “and 
who are the people?” 
“ You and I, love,” answered Heloise humbly, yet very 
soberly, as she placed her arm within her husband's, and 
walked slowly down the hall to the supper-room, ‘“ We 
are not worth anything in Christian work; are we, dear?” 
she said earnestly. “We have lagged behind, and 
actually have fallen out of ranks. What have we done 
for our Master in these past two years in which he has 
done so much for us?” 
“ Little, indeed,” said her husband. 
Heloise, we have gone wrong.” 
She interrupted him. “But we will go wrong no 
longer. By God’s help we will go forward. Send the 
carriage away, Robert. We can do without the ride. 
Let us study after tea the lesson for to-morrow. Mrs. 
Madison studies it every day. Let us begin afresh. 
What should hinder?” 
They entered the tea-room as Heloise asked the ques- 
tion. Mrs. Madison, answering the summons, was enter- 
ing the room also, by another door. In the exchange of 
evening greetings, and the seating around the table 
opportunity for Robert’s answer wes lost. But when the 
waiter girl retired from the serving, Robert said, “ We 
will have our ride, dear, but we will drive around into 
Crab Alley, and fish for boys and girls. There is a new 
mission school at the head of Gay Street. Ed Moretcn 
has spoken more than once to me about it,—tried to get 
me in there. I couldn’t go without you, you know, and 
I didn’t feel right sure that you could very well attend. 
I have to follow my wife’s lead, Mrs. Madison,” he added, 
turning to their guest. Heloise blushed, but her eyes 
beamed with pleasure, as she eagerly responded to the 
sugzestion. 
* How providential that Mrs. Madison is with us!” she 
said, “ Her winsome tongue has a certain charm that is 
irresistible. I am sure we shall gather up aclass. We 
will prepare the lesson under your guidance, after our 
return,—may we not, Mrs. Madison?” she asked. 
“T shal be more than glad to go over the lesson with 
you, my friends,” said that lady. “It is a beautiful, 
helpful lesson, and its treasure is inexhaustible. I shal! 
deem it a privilege to study it again, with two fresh minds 
as added gleaners. I shall be, doubtless, enriched by the 
labor.” 
“Indeed you will,” said Robert, heartily. “‘To him 
that hath shall be given.” You have mined during six 
days this week, and have found grains of gold each time. 
You will become richer, also, for digging once again in 


“You are right, 


fell in my own estimation. But now —” 





“Your own conscience, my dear, friend,” replied the 


company with two such paupers. But we have begun to 
mine, and, God helping us, we mean to dig deep, and go 
deeper every day. To be honest, I feel as if I had much 
to make up. I have never felt entirely saticfied with 
myself since leaving the Sanday-school work,—sort of 


“We are going forward and up,” said his wife, “We 


knew how to do good work once, we can find out how 
to do it again. I believe God will accept our late begin- 
ning!” 

“T am sure he will,” said Mrs. Madison, encouragingly. 
“The Master’s call sounds all day long. The Lord 
rewards his willing servitors, though they find their way 
to the vineyard at a late hour in the morning. And 
when we have done wrong by the omission of some duty, 
there is but one path that leads to peace. It is the plain 
path you have chosen, my dear friends.” 

Two fresh classes entered the Gay Street Mission School 
on the next Sunday morning, and, on the next Sunday, 
in a far-away village, as Mrs. Madison related the facts 
of her friend’s step forward, another, who had fallen out 
of ranks, was roused to a sense of duty by the example, 
and resolutely set herself to work beginning afresh. 

May not the circle yet widen and widen ? 
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THE WASTE-NOT SOCIETY. 


BY LUCY L. WARD. 


“Tt would be very hard not to have enough to eat,” 

said Daisy. , 

“It would be hard to see a great many people hungry, 

and not be able to give them anything,” added Hope. 

“ We can’t know anything about it,” exclaimed Helen, 

excitedly ; “ we never knew what it was to go without a 

single meal when we wanted it. We never saw anybody 

really sick because they wereso hungry. It is dreadful!” 

The troop of little girls walked on through the bright 
March sunshine with sad and troubled faces. They had 

been to the Children’s Missionary Society, and had been 
told there, by the president, of the dreadful famine in 
Persia. She had read to them of how the corn and wheat 
had become scarce and high because the crops had failed, 
and how the poor people could not buy bread to eat, and 
were starving all over the country—starving to death, 
many of them. And how the missionaries had written 
home asking for money to buy food to save their suffering 
people. They had been turned to for help because the 
people knew that they were Christians, and that their 
religion would make them loving and generous to them 
in their distress. But they could do little to help them 
unless they had more money. Wou!d not the Christians 
at home send special aid to them in this great need, they 
pleaded. 

The appeal had gone deep into the hearts of these 
children in America, where in their happy, beautiful 
homes they scarcely knew what it was to be denied a 
luxury, and it stirred earnest purposes in them. Helen 
Cary and Bella Carr walked home arm in arm, 

“We must send them some money,” said Bella; “ but 
how shall we get it?” 

She was.full of it at the tea-table that night, and ready 
to give up cake and sugar and butter and tea if she could 
be paid a good price for it. 

“ Why, Bella!” laughed her mother; “ we should soon 
find you in a state of starvation as bad as the Persians. 
You must try some other plan.” 

“T tell you, Bella,” said her brother, “ you might have 
a “waste-not” society. You know there is no, other 
country where so much that is useful is burned up or 
thrown away as in America. If you should save, and 
ask other people to save for you, such things as scraps of 
paper, rags, and old iron, and should sell them, you 
would gradually get quite a little money.” 

Bella looked doubtful. “I shouldn’t think it would 
make much,” she said; “it would take a lot of paper 
and rags to weigh anything.” 

* Try it,” said her brother. 

So the next morning, directly after breakfast, she went 
over to Helen’s to tell her about it. Helen danced 
around and clapped her hands at the proposal. ‘Oh, 
goody!” she said; “‘ we have some rags we can sell, and 
[am sure we can get some more, And I saw some old 
iron in a vacant lot, the other day, which I suppose we 
could have.” 

“Why, yes,” said Bella; “ nobody would want it, and 
I'll get Bert to go after it with the wagon.” 

That was the beginning of a ceaseless activity among 
these five or six little girls who were anxious to give 
something more than their usual missionary contribu- 
tions. 

“Their enthusiasm is something dreadful,” said 
Georgie Davis’ sister one day, when she was laughing with 
a friend over some of their exploits. “The other day, 
when we were driving, Georgie wanted to gather up some 





iron rings which were lying along the railroad track, and 
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are used for fastening freight-cars together. I sometimes 
think our flatirons and kettles are in danger.” 

* And my rubbers were disposed of,” rej sined the other. 
“There was a man around buying old bottles, rubber, 
and so forth, and the next time I needed my rubbers, 
they could not be found. Daisy is sure that only worn- 
out ones were sold; but we are forced to believe that she 
is not always an impartial judge of the sound condition 
of an article.” 

“ Poor rubbers!” laughed her friend. 

“Yes,” said the other, “but I want to tell you of 
something else, the funniest sight! I was going around 
the corner, yesterday, in the rain, and there were Helen 
and Bella with umbrella and school satchels, chasing a 
piece of paper that was blowing away in the wind! They 
captured it, you may be sure.” 

There was continually something new and exciting for 
the children to tell each other, and they had frequent 
and interesting meetings. 

“© Hope!” cried Bella, rushing in to see her one 
morning. “ Bert is going to take a load of paper and rags 
to Wilberton to sell for us. He can geta cent and three 
quarters a pound there, and we can get only a cent and a 
half here.” 

“ That is splendid!” said Hope, much impressed by 
this business arrangement. “ Are there many of them? ” 

“A whole shed full,” responded Bella. ‘“ We've been 
collecting them there.” 

Another day Daisy Bradford made an anhouncement 
which was received with great glee. “ Professor Harmon 
has given us all his examination papers,” she said. 

“ And papa brought home a whole basketful of busi- 
ness letters for us,” added Hope. 

“ And,” said Georgie, “‘Mrs. Seymour told mamma she 
had some old iron for us,”’ 

* All right, we’ll send for it,” said Bella. 

“Mrs, Lane will give us some paper and rags, if we 
will go for them, too,’ remaiked Helen. 

Bella Carr was treasurer. As the children gathered in 
their pennies, they handed them over to her, and she 
gave them, once a month, to the treasurer of the mission 
ary society, who telegraphed them at once to Persia, It 
interested the children very much that that could be done— 
that the hungry people did not have to wait for the 
slow traveling steamers to. carry the money around to 
them; but that the missionaries could be telegraphed, 
“There is money in the bank in America for you,” and, 
in Persia, the piece of paper that told them that was as 
good as the money iteelf. 

Daring the first two months the children had collected 
over nine dollars, and handed to the treasurer. The 
next two, there was not quite so much, but in Jaly there 
was a wonderful contribution, There had some special 
money come to them outside of the proceeds from their 
gathered-up scraps. One lady had given them her “ soap 
money,” and one little girl’s birthday present had quietly 
gone into the treasurer’s hands. And there had been 
little sums from private hoards added, now and then, by 
the children, to the “ waste-not’? money they hended 
over. But, after all,the principal part of it was from the 
sale of the precious collection of scraps; and altogether, 
when they came to count it over, it amounted to eighteen 
dollars and forty cents 

“T's the most splendid thing that ever happened! ” 
cried Balla, with shining eyes. 

‘*Tt’s the best fun I ever had!” said Helen, who could 
hardly keep her dancing feet still long enough to say 
anything. 

“T had no idea we could ever get so much money,” 
said Daisy, with the dimples chasing each other over her 
sweet face. ‘‘I am sure there can’t be as many hungry 
people now,” 

“And jast out of the things people throw away,” added 
Hope, with her arm around Daisy’s neck. 

“T wish they would throw away ever so much more,” 
exclaimed Georgie, the youngest of them all. They all 
laughed heartily at that, and then found that it was time 
to go home. 

That evening, as Helen Cary sat on the door-step, 
watching the shadows creep across the lawn in the gath- 
ering twilight, there were very sweet thoughts running 
through her mind. 

“ T am sure Jesus must be glad that we have so much 
morey,” she thotght. “I think it has been like carrying 
out what he said to his disciples when he told them to 
‘ gather up the fragments.’ I am glad he knows. There 
is something, too, in a parable about his saying to the 
people on his right hand, ‘I was hungry, and ye gave me 
meat.’ That must mean that when we do things for 
others he counts it as done for him. I think that is the 


best thing about giving money and denying ourselves. 


It is better, even, than to really help people, to remem- 





ber that Jesus takes all that we do as a gift to him, 
because we love him.” 

And the work was even greater and more blessed than 
Helen knew. For it did not only help the poor people 
in far-away Persia, and bless the givers by its reflex in- 
fluence, but it proved an effective, though unspoken 
lesson to some whose hearts were as yet untouched by 
love for the Master. And so, like the ripples caused by 
the stone thrown into the lake, the circl.s of its influence 
extended farther and farther,— how far, who can tell? 

The little society is still going on, and I think as long 
as there are fragments to be saved, and busy little hands 
to work, it will not come toan end. Dear little girls! 
Through little self-denials and the giving up of precious 
play hours for eager work, they are learning the first 
lessons in the service of Christ. And I think as they 
grow older, and the time comes for heavier burdens and 
responsibilities to rest upon their shoulders, they will 
give a ready answer to the Master’s call for workers. 
For the world’s urgent need, and the Master’s beautifu! 
service, I believe there will be the glad surrender of 
heart and life; and that whenever Christ calls, and 
wherever his work is most pressing, there will be the 
glad response from enthusiastic hearts, “ Here aim I, 
dear Lord, send me!” 








WAYS OF WORKING. 


—— 


SERVICES OF GIVING. 


In connection with Christmas celebrations % the Sun- 
day-schools, this season, there was more than ever o/ 
religious giving by the scholars and teachers—in place of 
giving to the scholars, or to the teachers, according to th« 
old-time method. Some of the services of giving were 
quite impressive. A few of these may be instanced as 
good ‘“‘ways of working” for the guidance of other 
schools on similar occasions. 

In the First Eogiish Evangelical Lutheran Sunday- 
school of Wheeling, West Virginia, capacious sacks were 
distributed in advance, among the scholars, for the recep 
tion of gifts. These sacks were accompanied by a cir 
cular lester giving details of the plan, and making appeals 
for aid. Here is an extract from it: 

As this is the season of gifts and giving, and every heart 
should be filled with gratitude for God's great gift, of his own 
Son for our sins, we ask a free-will offering for his cause, in the 
sacks sent with this letter. These sacks, with their contents, 
are to be sent to our Orphans’ Home at Loysviile, Pa., where 
there are a great many orphans of the Lutheran Church, and 
some from our own Sunday-school. 

Put in the sack, candy, nuts, money, oatmeal, muslin, calico, 
stockings, mittens, crackers, soap, rice, beans, toys, etc., but 
nothing that will spoil ! 

Bring the sack to Sunday-school next Sunday ! next Sunday, 
December 19, so that it may be sent on Monday, December 20, 
and reach Loysville in time for Christmas. Don’t forget, next 
Sunday, December 19. 

A letter from one of our orphans says: “ Please see if you 
can’t scrape up something from the Sunday-school for the 
orphans here.””—ANNIE, 

If you cannot bring the sack on Sunday, you can bring it 
Monday morning by 10 o’clock to Superintendent Zevely’s, 
1731 Market Street. 

Have your name, class, and where you live, written on it, so 
that the Orphans at Loysville may know who has kindly 
thought of them. Send them something. No matter how little, 
if cheerfully given it will be owned by the Saviour. 

Read Isaiah 58: 10-12. Read Matthew 25: 35-46. 


In addition to the circular and the sacks, small en- 
velopes were distributed for the reception of cash offer- 
ings for the support of the pastor, and for the Sunday- 
school expenres. These envelopes were thus inscribed : 





j 
ENGLISH LUTHERAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 


WHEELING MISSION. 


“Of every one that giveth it willingly with the 
heart, ye shall take my offering.” 


} 
} 
| In recognition of 
GOD’S GREAT GIFT 
to me, I consecrate the enclosed as 
A CHRISTMAS GIFT 
FOR HIS WORK. 
Class... Name 


E. L. M.S. 8. 


‘ 
4 


say E. 
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At the Sunday-school of the Presbyterian Church at 
Butler, Pennsylvania, there was, among other appropriate 
exercises, a brief responsive, or catechetical, exercise, 
after this fashion : 


1. What does God say to the young ? 


A. Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth 
(Eccl, 12: 1). 





2. What does God call on us to give him first? “* 
A. Son, give me thise heart (Prov, 23: 26). 
3. What does God command us to do with our substance ? 
A. Honor the Lord with thy substance (Prov. 3: 9), 
4, What was Jacob's vow ? 
A. Of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee (Gen. 28 : 22). 
5. Does God teach us to ask for gifts every day ? 
A. Give us this day our daily bread. 
In everything by prayer, etc. (Phil. 4: 6). 
6. het we give to God every day? 
What can we give? 
A. 1, Love. 2. Praise. 3. Obedience. 4. Offerings. 5. All 
we do. 
7. What should we give to others? 
A. 1, Love. 2. Kind words. 3, Kind acts, 4, Help in 
need, 5. A godly example. 


After words from the pastor on “‘ What you have done; 
and why you have done it,” the gifts were presented, 


aud then a prayer was offered for God’s blessing on the 
gifts, 


2 


A service of giving, arranged by Mr. J. Howard Seal, 
of Philadelphia, is worthy of notice just here. It is suit- 
able for any season. His description of it is as follows: 

It is a Bible reading with blackboard exercise, and is 
surely very simple. 

Let the teacher put upon the slate in the class, or the 
sunerintendent on the blackboard : 

THE GIVING 
THAT 
COUNTS. 

1. It must be a Wrnttne gift. Scholars read Exodus 
35:5; 2 Corinthians 8: 11,12. Explain and illustrate, 

2 It must be LiseRAL Scholars read Deuteronomy 
15:14; Isaiah 32:8 Explain and illustrate. 

3 It must be CHEERFUL, Scholars read 2 Corinthian’ 
9:7. Explain and illustrate. 

4 It must be with Simp.iciry. Scholars read Romans 
12: 8. Explain and illustrate. 

(Sing an appropriate hymn after each explanation. ) 

There must first be a willingness, before the others count. 
Dwell upon this. 

Executed with taste, the blackboard will appéar like 
this (without the heart outline) : 


1, WILLING POO Pn: 2 LIBERAL, 
{ \ 
THE G.VING / 
\ THAT j 
\ counts. / 
\ y 
\ ff 
3, CHEERFUL wr et 4. SIMPLE, 


Now read again Exodus 35: 5, and outline a heart, as 
above, and impress that it is the heart giving that counts, 
rather than the harid-giving. 

The widow’s giving, mentioned by our Saviour, was 
commended because she gave with her heart; and the 
heart and the mites weighed more than the Pharisee’s 
larger coins; for 

GOD WEIGHS OUR 
WITH OUR 


,OTIVES 
ONEY. 


At the Sunday-school of the Walnut Street Presby- 
terian Church Sanday-school, Philadelphia, where this 
practice of giving, instead of receiving, has gained interest 
and power for now three successive years, the singing of 
che following hymn, written for the occasion by a member 
of the school, was one of the exercises of the hour: 

We haste, O Lord, to bring thee 
These gifts from out our store, 

That they may serve to gladden 
Some of thy suffering poor. 

We gladly, gladly bring thee 
Our offerings, great and small, 
We know that thou hast promised 

Thou wilt accept them all. 


For at this Christmas season, 
We joyfully recall 

The gift of Christ, the Saviour, 
The Lord and King of all. 

And while, with joy and gladness, 
His wondrous love we sing, 

We too would catch his spirit, 
And grateful offerings bring. 


All that we have we owe thee, 
Our Saviour and our God ; 
Thy gifts are new each morning, 
Each evening shed abroad ; 
And while thy bounteous mercy 
So fully doth provide, 
Help us to scatter gladly 
Our offerings, far and wide, 
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LESSON HELPS. 


a 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
| Firat Quarter, 1881. } 





3. January 16.—The Prophecy of Zacharias... --~- Luke 1: 67-79 
4. January 23.—The Birth of Jesus .....---00+6 ---Luke 2: 8-20 
6. January 90.—Simeon and the Child Jerus ......--+2+++---- Luke 2: 25-35 
6. February 6.—The Boyhood of Seous.. a 2: 40-52 
7, February 13.-The Preaching of John the Baptist.........Lake 3:7 18 
8. February 20.—The Preachiog Of Jesus...-.-..cece---ceeees Luke 4; 1421 
9. February 27.—Christ Healing the Sick........-.-0+-+ue0+«- Luke 6: 12-26 
10. March 6.—Witness of Jesus to John........ pqeetoouseeseue Luke 7: 19-28 
1). March 13.—The Sinner’s Friend ..2........----0-%+- «000+. Luke 7: 36 0 
12. March 20.—Revirw of the Lessons, 


1%. March 27.—Preaching the Kingdom......----.eceses-e-ee--ee Luke 9: 1-6 


LESSON 6, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 188). 
Title: THE BOYHOOD OF JESUS. 


GOLDEN TEXT: AND THE CHILD GREW, AND WAXED STRONG IN 
SPIRIT, FILL*D WITH WISDOM; AND THE GRACB OF GOD WAS UPON 
mim.— Luke 2: 40, 


Lesson Topic: Good News Discussed. 


' 1. In the Caravan, vy. 40-45. 
Outline : i 2, In the School, vy. 46-49. 
8. In the Home, v. 50-52. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, J< wary 31: Luke 2: 40-52, Good news discussed. 
Tuesday, February1: Acts 8: 26-38, With a princely traveler. 
Wednesday, February 2: Luke 24; 13-32. With a divine 
traveler. 

Thursday, February 3: Luke 4: 14 29, Ina Galilean school. 
Friday, February 4: Acts 19: 1-10. In @m Ephesian school. 
Saturday, February 5: Matt, 2: 1-8, Ina tyrant’s home. 

Sunday, February 6; Luke 7: 36-50. Ina Pharisee’s home, 


LESSON TEXT. 
: [Luke 2: 40-52.] 

40, And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon him. 

41. Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the 
feast of the passover,. 

42. And when he was twelve years old, they went up to 
Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. 

48. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, 
the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and 
his mother knew not of é, 

44, But they, supposing him to have been in the company, 
went a day’s journey; aad they sought him among their kins- 
febk and acquaintance, 

45. And when they found him not, they turned back again 
to Jerusalem, seeking him, 

46, And it came to pass, that after three days they found him 
in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing 
them, and asking them questions, 

47. And all that heard him were astonished at his under- 
standing and answers, 

48. And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his 
mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? 
behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 

49, And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? 
wist. ye not that I must be about my Father’s business ? 

50. And they understood not the saying which he spake 
anto them. 

51, And he went down with theni, and came to Nazareth, 
and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these 
sayings in her heart, 


52. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with Ged and maa, 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 

Luke 2; 40, Milled with wiedom.——The Spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the Lord; and shall make him of quick understand- 
ing in the fear of the Lord, Isa, 11: 2, 3, 


The grace of God was upon him.——Grace is poured into 
thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. Psa. 
45: 2.—-And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, as of the only begotten of the Father, ) 
full of grace and truth, John 1: 14,——And great grace was 
upon them all. Acts 4: 33, 


V. 41, Wént to Jerusalem... at the feast of the passover. 
——Thriee in the year shall all your men children appear before 
the Lord God, the God of Israel, Exod. 34: 23.—But unto 
the place which the Lord your God shall choose . . . even unto 
his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come; .. . 
and there ye shall eat before the Lord your God. Deut. 12: 5, 7. 
——Obvserve the month of Abib, and keep the passover unto 
the Lord thy God: for in the month of Abib the Lord thy God 
brought thee forth out of Egypt by night. Six days shalt thou 
eat unleavened bread : and on the seventh day shall be a solemn 
assembly fo the Lord thy God: thou shalt do no work therein. 
Deut. 16 : 1, 8——And this day shall be unto you for a 
memorial ; and ye shall keep ft a feast to the Lord throughout 
your generations: ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for 
ever. Exod, 12: 14, 


V. 43, Fulfilled the daye,——And the children of Israel that 
were: present at Jerusalem kept the feast of unleavened bread 
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the children of Israel that were present kept the passover at 
that time, and the feast of unleavened bread seven days. 
2 Chron, 35 : 17. 


V. 46. Found him in the temple.——I had gone with the mul- 
titude, I went with them to the house of God, with the voice of 
joy and praise, with a multitude that kept holyday. Pea. 42:4. 
——I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house 
of the Lord, Psa, 122: 1,——-Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and 
he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths, 
Isa, 2: 8.——Yea, many people and strong nations shall come 
to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the 
Lord, Zech. 8: 22. 


Sitting in the midst of the doctors. It came to pass on a 
certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and 
doctors of the law sitting by, Luke 5: 17.——Then stood there 
up one of the council], a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of 
the law, had in reputation among all the people. Acis 5: 34. 
——I am verily & man which am a Jew... brought up in 
this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the 
perfect manner of the law of the fathers. Acts 22: 3. 

Both hearing them, ond asking them questions.——-He hath 
made my mouth like a sharp sword. Isa, 49: 2.——The Lord 
God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should 
know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary. Isa. 
50 : 4. 

V. 47, Astonished at his understanding.—-I have more 
understanding than all my teachers. Psa, 119: 99.——When 
Jesus had ended these sayings, the people were astonished at 
his doctrine. Matt. 7: 28.——And they were astonished at his 
doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not 
as the scribes. Mark 1; 22,—And all bare him witness, and 
wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his 
mouth, Luke 4: 22.——And the Jews marveled, saying, How 
knoweth this man leigers, having neyer learned? John 7: 15, 
——Never man spake like this man. John 7: 46. 

V. 49, About my Father’s business,——I delight to do thy 
will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart. Psa, 40: 8, 
——Tuake these things hence; make not my Father’s house a 
house of merchandise. John 2: 16.——Jesus saith unto them, 
My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his 
work, John 4: 34.——For I came down from heaven not to 
do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me, John 
6: 38,.—He that sent me is with me. The Father hath not left 
me alone; for I do always those things that please him. John 
8: 29.——I must work the works of him that sent me, while it 
isday. John 9: 4. 


V. 51. Was subject unto them.—Honour thy father and thy 
mother. Exod. 20: 12.——My son, keep thy father’s command- 
ments, and forsake not the law of thy mother sbind them con- 
tinually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. Prov. 
6: 20, 21.——Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this 
is right, Honour thy father and mother; which is the first 
commandment with promise. Eph. 6: 1, 2. 


Kept all these sayings inher heart.——As for me Daniel, . . . 
I kept the matter in my heart. Dan. 7 : 28, 

V. 52. In favour with God and man,——Let not mercy and 
truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them 
upon the table of thine heart: so shalt thou find favor and 
good understanding in thesight of Godand man. Prov. 3; 3, 4. 
——And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favor both with 
the Lord, and also with men. 1 Sam. 2: 26.—He that in 


these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and approved 
of men. Rom. 14: 12. 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS, 


At Jesus’ presentation in the temple, after Simeon had 
spoken his prophecy, there came in a prophetess, Anna, or 
Hannah, eighty-four years old, who had served God at the 
temple for many years, in widowhood. She licewise gave 
thanks to God, perhaps as a song in response to that of 
Simeon, and spoke of Jesus to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Israel. 

After the purification of Mary and the presentation of 
Jesus was accomplished, Jesus and his parents returned into 
Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. But the return could 
not have been immediate. The magi came from the East, as 
related by Matthew, and found the holy family in a house in 
Bethlehem. Then, Joseph being warned in a dream of 
Herod’s intention to murder the infant King of the Jews, 
they fled to Egypt, and lived there till after Herod’s death, 
That event took place in the spring of B. C. 4, probably in 
April. The flight could not have been long before. After 
the flight into Egypt followed the slaughter of the innocents 
at Bethlehem, which mfst have been Herod’s last notorious 
act of cruelty. 

When Herod was dead, but we cannot say how soon after. 
an angel appeared again to Joseph, and told him to return, 
Hearing that Archelaus was ruling in Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he turned aside from Judea, and went to his 
own city in Galilee, where Herod Antipas was tetrarch. 
Herod the Great had been king, but his sons had inferior 
titles. Archelaus, of cruel disposition like his father, ruled 
in Judea with the title of ethnarch; Antipas in Galilee 
with the title of tetrarch. The one title means ruler of 
nations; the other, that of a féurth part. 


Her, in the order of the Gospel narrative, the present 





seven days with great gladness. 2 Chron. 30 : 21.——And 


lesson begins; but probably more than eleven years had 


“among their kinsfolk and acquaintances. 





elapsed since the return to Nazareth. The emperor was still 
carrying on the war against Germany, and Tiberius was 
making his second campaign in Illyricum. Archelaus had 
been banished a year ago, but just who is in his place at 
this tine is not known: it was probably Coponius, his first 
successor, for four governors of Judea intervened between 
Archelaus and Pontius Pilate. Herod Antipas was still 
tetrarch in Galilee, and Herod Philip tetrarch of Iturea and 
Trachonitis, or old Bashan, east of the Jordan. 

The boyhood of Jesus was no part of his public ministry; 
and the scanty mention of it which occurs in this lesson only 
presents him not as the Messiah, but as the dutiful son. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY A. ©, KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 


PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 

(40.) But the child grew, and was waxing strong, becoming 
full of wisdom; and the grace of God was upon him. (41.) 
And his parents used to go every year to Jerusalem, at the 
feast of the Passover. (42.) And when he was twelve years 
old, they went up according to the custom of the feast ; (43.) 
and having completed the days, as they were returning, 
Jesus, the boy, remained behind in Jerusalem, and his parents 
did not know it; (44.) but supposing that he was in the com- 
pany, they went a day’s journey, and [then] sought for him 
(45.) And not 
finding him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking for him, 
(46.) And it came to pass, after three days they found himin 
the temple, sitting inthe midst of the teachers, both hearirg 
them, and asking them questions: (47.) And all who heard 
him were amazed at his understanding and his answers, (48.) 
And as they saw him, they were struck with astonishment ; 
and his mother said, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? 
Behold, thy father and I in anguish were seeking for thee. 
(49.) And he said to them, How is it that ye sought for me? 
Knew ye not that I must be in my Father's house? (50.) And 
they did not understand the word which he spake to them. 
(51.) And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, 
and was in subjection to them: and his mother kept all the 
sayings in her heart. (52.) And Jesus advanced in wisdom 
and stature, and in favor with God and men. 

NOTES. 


The charming incident here recorded alone breaks the 
silence of the evangelical record regarding our Lord for 
nearly thirty years—between his infancy and his baptism, 
It is, in a variety of respects, very deeply interesting. Its 
simple and unostentatious character guarantees its historical 
truth. No legend would have stumbled upon it; no fabrica- 
tor would have imagined it. Its only explanation is its truth. 
Yet it beautifully reveals the awakening consciousness of the 
divine child, his yearning toward his Father's house, and 
the eager interest with which he was already grappling with 
those great problems of sacred truth and prophecy which had 
to break gradually upon his, as upon the ordinary, youthful 
understanding, and were even now dimly dawning on the 
mind of the temporary exile from the skies. Heaven lay 
about him in his infancy, most emphatically. The narrative 
shows, too, how beautifully balanced and harmonized were 
the relations and duties of the earthly and ihe heavenly 
child—of the Son of Mary and the Son of God. 

Verse 40.—Grew, like other children.— Waxing strong, in- 
ternally, in mind and character: defined by the words, 
becoming full of wisdom. (The words, “in spirit” of the 
English version, are not in the best manuscripts,.)—The 
grace of God: not as mercy, which he did not need: but 
gracious influences, favor. God delighted in him, and be- 
stowed on him the tokens of his delight. The development 
of the divine child, thus pregnantly described, corresponds to 
his divine origin and mission. 

Verses 41, 42.— Used to go. The feast of the Passover 
lasted seven days from the fifteenth of Nisan, requiring the 
attendance of all male Israelites; that of women was less 
imperative. When Jesus was twelve years old, he became a 
“son of the law,” and was henceforth bound to attend. His 
parents may have taken him to it previously, though with- 
out, perhaps, any such stirrings of his higher nature as he 
now experienced. The Spirit waited for the proper time — 
The custom of the feast: Belongir g to, required by, the feast. 

Verses 43, 44.—They finished the celebration of the festi- 
val, and commenced their return.— Remained behind. Not 
from any neglect on the part of the parents, or insubordina- 
tion on the part of the child. The divine Spirit guided his 
action. An irresistible impulse led the heavenly child to 
the house of his heavenly Father, and to the spiritual teach- 
ings and discussions which belonged to it. For the moment 
it was not Joseph and Mary, and his home in Nazateth, but 
God, his divine Father, and his home in Jerusalem, that 
absorbed his spirit, and merged the earthly in the heavenly 
relations, There was fault neither in parents nor child. 
They reposed in him the implicit confidence which his 
unswervingly obedient and conscientious childhood had 
inspired. He acted under the same divine impulse which 
afterwards sent him to the Jordan, to ihe wilderness, and to 
the cross. His exceptional conduct grew out of his twofold 
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nature.—JTis parents did not know it, The company was 
large, and they might easily suppose him with some of their 
friends, until, when they gathered for the night, they made 
inquiry for him in vain, 

Verses 45 47,—Not finding their son, they returned to 
Jerusalem to seek him.—A/fter three days, Reckoning either 
from the time of their missing him, or of their search in 
Jerusalem. If it seems strange that they should be so late 
in going to the temple, we must remember that the temple, 
and a conclave of rabbis, was the very last place in which 
they would look for.a lad of twelve years. They had not 
thought of associating their son especially with the temple. 
—JIn the temple. Perhaps one of the porches of the court of 
the women, where the rabbis held their schools.— Hearing 
and asking questions. Not as a teacher, which would have 
been unnatural and unbecoming to his age, but as a docile 
and humble child. Though he probably did teach, and 
opened depths of meaning unknown to those trained 
expounders of the law. He listened with eager docility, and 
asked and answered questions with the simplicity of a child, 
and the half-unconscious wisdom of the sage. In this house 
of his Father, the Spirit that had drawn him thither was 
opening unwonted glimpses of truth; and alike his questions 
and answers astonished all,who heard. 

Verse 48.—Struck with astonishment, At finding him in 
such a place, so employed, and exhibiting such intelligence. 
—His mother. As more closely allied to him, and whose 
maternal heart had been most deeply anxious.—Son, or child. 
Neither English word exactly reproduces the original.— Why 
didst thou thus deal with (do to) us? The language of tender 
and affectionate reproach.— Thy father. The natural mode of 
speaking, considering Joseph’s ostensible relation to him. 
Perhaps his mother had never yet spoken to him of his true 
parentage. If so, she might be surprised when his answer 
revealed his knowledge of a higher paternity.—Jn anguish. 
A stronger term than merely “sorrowing.” It shows Mary’s 
bitter distress in the fear that, through her lack of care, some 
harm should have befallen the sacred child. 


Verse 49.— Why did ye seek (were seeking) me? As Mary 
had tenderly reproached him for causing their anxiety, he 
replies with a like gentle reproach for its protracted indul- 
gence. They should not have needed to spend time in seeking 
him. They should have known where to find him, and 
should have instantly gone there. In Nazareth they would 
have looked for the earthly child, in the house of his earthly 
father ; in Jerusalem they should have gone straight for the 
divine child to the house of his divine Father. ‘ In Naza- 
reth, his home was the house of Joseph; in Jerusalem, his 
home was the house of God.— Must be. Here not a moral, 
but a logical necessity. You should have known that I must, 
of course, be at wy Father’s.—Jn the house of my Father. This 
is the rendering demanded, I think, by the connection; 
though “about my Father’s business” is admitted by the 
Greek. But it is wholly alien to the spirit of the passage, 
and the common explanation is inconsistent with the fact 
that he immediately went back to Nazareth, and was in sub- 
jection to his parents till he was thirty years old. Our 
explanation sheds a beautiful light on the child Jesus’ con- 
scious filial relation (possibly now first vividly realized), 
to God, and to the temple as the house of God. With him 
the temple is his Father’s house (John 2: 16). 


Verse 50.—Did not understand. His filial reproof for not 
coming straight to the temple, as his Father’s house, was but 
imperfectly comprehended. There was much in the many- 
sided relations of the divine child that dawned but slowly 
even on the thoughtful Mary; to the rest they were a pro- 
found enigma, 

Verse 51.—He went down with them. He had remained 
behind in the temple, under the bidding of the Spirit. The 
purposes of that ecstatic season had been accomplished : it 
was perhaps a grand epoch in his spiritual development ; but 
it passed, and he lived in filial subordination to his parents 
in Nazareth for the next eighteen years. What occasional 
similar special gleams of heavenly light may have been 
vouchsafed him, we know not. 

Verse 52.—Advanced with even and steady progress.— 
Wisdom: Primarily divine wisdom, but doubtless manifest 
also in earthly affairs, He was wise in everything.—Staiure, 
or perhaps age, which the word may mean. He advanced in 
both.—Jn favor with God. Not merely ostensibly, but actually, 
with his unswerving religious fidelity and obedience.— With 
men. As they saw the loveliness of his growing character, 
and his readiness for every holy and beneficent work. This 
favor would continue until he shocked their prejudices by 
claiming to be the Messiah. 





“MY FATHER’S BUSINESS.” 
BY CHARLES 8, ROBINSON, DD, 

We have heard of a custom, kept up by some good men, of 
choosing, each New Year’s morning, a word or a sentence 
which should be their motto for the twelvemonth they had 
commenced. But Jesus of Nazareth seems to have made 
this choice once for all early in his career. He has recorded 
it; and we now ought to give it a full recognition as the per- 








vading and controlling principle of his wonderful life: 
“ Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?” 

I, This concerns ourselves only so far as we admit him to 
be the Master and Model of our existence. If it be true, as 
we so often assert, that the Christian life is merely Christ’s 
life imitated and reproduced, then his motto is ours also. We 
write it up over our doorway ; we make it the seal of our cor- 
respondence; we emblazon it upon our carriage-panels ; we 
engrave it on our plate; we stamp it upon our coin; even 
the ring on our finger, and the buckle on our shoe’s latchet, 
bears the same inscription and device. That is to say, each 
devout and true Christian gives himself and signs himself 
over unto God, writing on his gift this symbol of clear con- 
secration, “ Henceforth I am to be about my Father’s busi- 
ness.”’ 

IL. Hence, here is a test of the genuineness of our religion. 
Really, now, it is worth something to remember this, in a 
world in which there is so much sham and hypocrisy. It is 
not ‘a welcome experience to be called false to the standard 
which others have set up for us. Yet have we one relief 
when thus reproached. Wecan always plead a want of juris- 
diction, and declare against the judgment. But to be found 
false to our own standard is a misiortune without any possible 
alleviation; for it is then our own tongue which tells the 
world we lie. The ancient knight could ever abide slander 
unmoved, for a clear way was open for him to vindicate his 
honor by courage. But a real blot on his escutcheon was 
beyond remedy, for he was obliged to meet his own confes- 
sion of a failure and a shame, 

III. Again: there isan employment for such a motto in the 
interpreting of one’s occupation in life. Take a plain, cor- 
rect business man, who thinks his integrity in trade is irre- 
proachable, and sometimes goes so far as to imagine it is 
rather, on the whole, religious. Do what you will to lead the 
single idea of Christian consecration in upon his mind, and 
you will not move him. It is not the love of a divine 
Redeemer by which his action is constrained. Tell him his 
neighbor has made a large subscription in money to a chari- 
table object, and he will generously put his name down on the 
paper. But mention that Christ demands a portion of his 
wealth, and he is apt to heed you very. poorly. He is an 
excellent listener in church, not because he loves to learn 
more of his duty, but often because he is fond of good speak- 
ing in public, He bears with dull preaching, too, because he 


is gentlemanly, and believes in being decorous in the house | 


of God. He sings, not so much becagse he loves the Saviour 
as because he loves music. Address himndirectly about his 
soul’s salvation, and he may reply, as ome is said to have 
replied to Mr, Moody, “ That is ay business, and I can attend 
to it!” 

Now, nobody ever doubted that such a man would attend 
to his own business ; but there is a ‘“‘ Father’s business ;” does 
he attend tothat? Run across the line of his daily thinking, 
that keen and clear enunciation of our Lord himself, concerning 
the peril of loving father and mother, son and daughter, 
horses and lands and merchandise, more than him, and you 
will awake no anxiety. The fact is, many a man works in his 
vocation without looking on it asa “calling” at all. - 

IV. This motto likewise will serve admirably to exhibit 
what is the earliest need of a soul disturbed with the discovery 
of its sins and exposure, Generally, this is thought to be a 
reformation of manners; an immediate and radical change of 
conduct. Honesty is better than cheating ; it is better to stop 
swearing, even if one is not going to pray. But now write 
across any merely moral and correct life this saying of Jesus 
Christ. It will make you think of the line in red ink mer- 
chants sometimes print on their cards when they have changed 
their address; it is on the card, but it is not in it. It looks 
odd, and raises a question. It tells us that the same old busi- 
ness is kept up under another number of the street. 


This mistake consists in supposing that all a worldly life 
demands to render it religious is regulation. Whereas, the 
fact is, it demands regeneration, The change must be radical ; 
inspiration calls it a new birth. Through all such a man’s 
process of conversion as yet, there has not passed a single 
thread of true devotion to Ohrist as an atoning Saviour who 
delivers from sins. So he may go on weaving and weaving, 
and he will never do any more than this, The pattern of 
one’s life cannot avail to change the life. It is not the twist 
of the threads, but the threads, which make the fabric of his 
character wrong. The purpose is the same it was before. It 
is enough to say that the first step for the man is to look away 
to Christ, to begin prayer for the Holy Ghost to change his 
heart. 

VY. Once more: this motto will settle what are one’s safe 
relations to the world around him. Many people think that 
the intertwined associations of the Christian life and the 
world life are to be newly adjusted, when one elects to bear 
the name of Jesus Christ, but not to be broken off wholly, 
least of all suddenly. We must be sure to let our modera- 
tion be known to all men; there is such a mistake as being 
righteous overmuch ; singularity is not separateness. 

There is just truth enough in this notion to save it, and 
render it popular, and just error enough in it to ruin the indi- 
vidual who rests in it. Social duties de not interfere with 





religious duties, for no duties clash under God’s wise govern 
ment. But what is duty anywhere? Order is heaven's 
earliest law; and so there is unusual force in the ordinal 
adverb in the familiar text: “Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness.” The world is not a friend to 
God, And one may live with the world, and enjoy what it 
has to offer, just so far, and no farther. The line is drawn at 
the point where the world yields wholly to the “ Father’s 
business.” 

VI. Right here comes the decision, also, concerning the pro- 
priety of quoting church-members for patterns. Let us take 
an illustration to make the application of the motto clear. 
A merchant begins life with no great amount of capital. 
He thinks he has a common right to gain a competency ; he 
will even be rich, if he can be. The first dime, or the first 
eagle, he makes in sheer profit, kiadles an honest congratu- 
lation of his own thrift and genius, and at the same time 
imparts a new desire for more. From this moment he 
advances in skill, and redoubles his energy. Of course, he 
comes into contact with those whom he sees at communion 
at the church he attends. If one should soberly tell him to 
make such Christians a pattern for himself, he would laugh 
at the folly of an imitation. 

But now, after some seasons of toil and prosperity, it is to 
be remarked that he has grown a little easier in virtue; he 
yields scruples, adopts maxims, and drives bargains which 
eventually put him ona level with other business men who 
are no better than they should be. You are not asked to 
draw here a dark picture of vice. This man is respectable ; 
his habits are good; he is always courteous, and sometimes 
quite neighborly ; he is kind in his own home; he is public- 
spirited in the community; he has a pew in the sanctuary. 
A few peccadilloes we must admit. He has no family altar ; 
he is not known to give himself to prayer, Now and then 
he will plan a trade in the midst of a prosy sermon. He will 
post his ledger when summer weather is too warm for him to 
dress decorously for service, or winter weather is too cold for 
an outing. He is nota liar; but as he buys and sells, he 
does and says what others do and say. He is not indecently 
profane ; but he owns he uses strong words sometimes when 
he gets excited. In a word, he is just an average business 
man; he is as good as they run; and in many notable 
respects that class of people run well. Now you challenge 
him to be a Christian. 5 

To your utter bewilderment and surprise, he begins to quote 
the imperfections of church-members for his apology! Where 
is the logic of a thing like this? Does being « Christian 
consist in proving other people to be hypocrites? Does this 
motto of Jesus tell him to be about church-members’ busi- 
ness, or about his “ Father’s” ? 

VIL. This motto will show, in like manner, the reaagn for 
such sore disappointments as we sometimes experience when 
those who promise well for a while fall away suddenly into 
sin. They have only been living a surface life of dependence 
on self. Their purpose has gone no higher than mere con- 
duct. Whereas, the end of Christian life in all its outgoings 
is Jesus Christ himself. Wealth is gained that the owner 
may use it for Christ. Learning is acquired in Order to teach 
our fellow-men about Christ. Out from the plane of human 
histery springs one mysterious Life, the model of all worthy 
existence. There it stands in the Scriptures out against the 
clear sky, visible to a hundred generatiens, The pattern of 
our life is found im the characteristics of that: the motive of 
our life is to be found in the love we bear for that: the cor- 
rective of our life is to be found in laying it alongside of that: 
and the stability of our Christian life is to be found in the 
unfailing help it receives from that. We are held up from 
falling, not by our hold upon Jesus’ hand, but by his hold 
upon ours ; we love him because he first loved us; united to’ 
him, we can be sure he will sustain us in temptation. Bunyan 
calls one of his characters in Pilgrim’s Progress, “ Thomas 
Newman.” A new man “in Christ Jesus” will certainly 
stand. 

VIII. So, finally, this saying of our Lord when a child will 
aid us in establishing open issues wherever we are. Com- 
promises are an invention of the devil. Keep up the 
boundaries between good and evil. On the one side is 
right, on the other is wrong; on the one side is peril, on the 
other gide is safety ; on the one side is truth, on the other 
side is falsehood ; on the one side stand those who are of the 
world, worldly ; on the other side, those who are about the 
& Father’s business.” ‘ 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY HH. OLAY TRUMBULL 


The child grew (vy. 40). Of course the child grew. Every 
child grows. There isn’t a child in the world who isn’t older 
to-day than he was yesterday, and who, if he lives, will not be 
older to-morrow than he is to-day. And whatever needs to te 
done for a child while he is young as now ought to be done 
to-day. He will have outgrown the possibility—if not the 
need—of such doing for him when to-morrow is here. Child- 
hood is quickly lost. It is not to be regained. Unless it is 
improved as it passes, it is unimproved forever. A child 
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grows by night and by day, whether he is cared for or 
neglected. Oh, how soon the child, has outgrown the possi- 
bilities of training in the nursery, of a mother’s training, of 
a father’s training, of a teacher’s training! And when he 
has outgrown all these, who but God can reach him? If 
you would do your work for your child, you must do it now 
—or never. Have that in mind with your every breath ; for 
with every breath your child is growing away from his plastic 
and impressible childhood. 

His parents went to Jerwsaiem every year at the feast of the 
passover (v, 41), They were church-going parents. They 
went to the synagogue in their Nazareth dwelling-place, 
week by week: and they went up to the temple in Jerusalem 
in the camp-meeting season, or at anniversary time. Those 
parents who had Jesus in ane didn’t stay at home 
when church-time came. Indeed, they would never have 
had Jesus as a member of their family if they had not been 
regular church-goers. God would not haye sent his Son to 
be cared for in an irreligious household. The surest way of 
having Jesus ever in our family is by counting ourselves as 
of the family of God, and seeking our Father's face in his 
own house, when he calls his children to meet him there, 
They who shum God’s house can hardly expect to have God’s 
Son in their house, ' 

When he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem 
(v. 42). As soon as the child Jesus was old enough to join 
in public worship, his parents took him with them to the 
temple. It was not enough to set him a good example. 
They proposed to train him in the right way. Whatever a 
child ought to do, his parents ought to see that he does do. 
If he likes to do it, so much the better. If he doesn’t like 
to do it, so much the more need is there that his parents 
should make him do, it. Prayer and praise and reverence 
and devotion and obedience and right being and right 
doing in all things, at home, and worship and attentive 
hearing in the house of God, are duties which parents ought 
to see that their children attend to. If the children fail in 
these things, the parents cannot count themselves free of 
responsibility and blame. 

They found him... in the midst of the doctors, both hear- 
ing them and asking them questions (v. 46). Jesus was not 
satisfied with worship alone, nor yet with passive hearing of 
Bible expositions. He wanted a share in Bible study, He 
had questions to ask of the teachers, and he, was willing to 
be questioned, Although he was the Son of God, he felt the 
need of Bible study; and, feeling that need, he went into the 
Bible school, where the need could be met. If there isa 
man nowadays who thinks that he doesn’t need Bible study, 
or that it is beneath his dignity to be in the Bible school, 
he either seems to suppose that he knows more than Jesus 
knew, or he seems to count it hardly safe to bée’on the same 
plane with the Son of God, Yet there are mér and womer 
who put a high value on worship, and none at all—for 
themsel¥es—on social Bible study. They are regularly at 
the preaching services, but néver in the Sunday-school. 
Poor, néedy, conceited creatures! What a pity that they 
will miss the lessons of this lesson ! 

He said . . . How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father's business? (v. 49.) Jesus did 
not seem to think that his parents ought to have doubted 
where he would be found, when he could have a share in the 


temple Bible school. That was the place for him just then. 


Studying the Bible was a part of the business his Father had 
set him to do. That business he proposed to attend to. 
The child of God, or the man of God, who attends faithfully 
to the service of worship, and then turns his back on the 
Sunday-school when he could go in there if he would, 
neglects a part of the Lord’s business, and is always a 
smaller pattern of the Christian than if he had a place—and 
filled it—in the gathering for social Bible study. He, on 
the other hand, who is in the ‘Bible school, hearing what 
is said, and asking questions as well as answering them, may 
feel that he is so far about his F.ther’s business, following 
the example of the Son of God. And whatever portion of 
your Faiber’s business you are set to do, you ought to 
attend to it at every necessary cost. 


He went down with them, .,. . and was. subject. unto them 
(v. 51)., The fact that Jesus loved Bible study didn’t keep him 
from going with his parents when they called him, or from 
obeying, them so long as they had a right. to, hig obedience, 
Duties never conflict. The wish to go to a prayer meeting, 
or to a Sunday-school, or to any other church service, will 
not justify the neglect of any well-defined duty elsewhere, 


Neither child nor grown persdh has a ‘right to shirk a home | 


duty, on the plea of a daty away’ from*home, If he ought 
to be at. home, he oughin’t to be anywhere ele. , If parents 
or employers have a right to command him, he will disobey 
God if he disobeys them,, God approves of, no deyotion on 
the partef any seryant of his which makes that servant less 
loving and considerate and faithful toward mother, sister, 
wife, or child. 

Jesus increased . . . in favor with God and man (y. 52). 
He won the favor of man by, seeking the favor of God, It 


- is not se important that man should be pleased with us as 





through seeking God’s favor than in any other way. If we 
are always asking how those about us will look at us; if 
we give large weight in our thoughts to the opinion of our 
fellows; if we endeavor to so shape our course as to win 
popular approval, we are by no means sure to have what we 


strive for; we may fall far short of the coveted favor of 


man; and, moreover, many «ttexiy lack God’s approval, 
whether tian iikes or dislikes us. But if we are always 


| asking how God will look at our course; if we give large 


weight in our thoughts to his opinion and his command- 
ments; if we seek to shape our course to win his approval, 
we are sure to get what we most long for; and we are 
surer of having also the favor of man than we could be 
through any other course. If God is our friend, he can 
secure to us man’s approval. The best of human friends 
cannot win for us God’s favor. 


TEACHING HINTS. 


The one incident in the boyhood of Jesus which is pre- 
served to ns in the sacred story must be worthy of our closest 
attention. It would not be singled out from/all the years of 
the early life of the Son of man unless it were full of 
precious meaning, for the instruction of successive genera- 
tions. 

Here is a picture of the one model child of the ages. 
There was never before or since a single child who could be 
taken in all things asa pattern. What traits are here shown 
in‘his character? What is here his example in conduct? 

The child Jesus went with his parents to the place of wor- 
ship. They thought it was worth his while to'go; and he 
went, That is a fact worthy of note. That is a fact worthy 
of imitation. 

When he was in a great ity; with plenty of things to call 
his attention, the child Jesus’ found his way into a’ Bible 
school as the most attractive place possible to him, That is 
another fact worthy of note and of ‘imitation. 

And when the child Jesus was in a Bible school, he both 
asked and answered questions. He had a part in the 
exercises. He wanted to*get all the good he could from 
them; and he knew that that was the way to do this. This 
is another fact worthy of note and of imitation. 

When his parents had sought and found him, the child 
Jesus assured them that it was his duty to be doing his 
heavenly Father’s business ; that studying the Bible was in 
the’ line of that bistiitess +! avid that his whole course asa 
child ought to have satisfied then that he would be doing 
that business in that way) whénéver he had an opportunity. 
Here are three more facts’ worthy of note and of imita- 
tion. 

After all this, as before all this, the child Jesus was a 
loving and obedient son, subject to his parents, and faithful 
in a son’s duty. Here surely is a fact worthy of note and of 
imitation. 

There are lessons here for parents also. The parents of 
Jesus felt a responsibility for the religious training of their 
child. They took him with’ them to the house of God. 
When they missed him from their company, they gave up 
everything until they found him again. They did not under- 
stand: all his ways and words fully, but they bore in mind 
and thought over the things they ‘could not understand. 

And a notable fact is, that as Jesus grew in. favor with 
God, he grew in favor with man, . There is nothing that 
makes a child so pleasing, so winsome, as godliness. A lov- 
ing. heart toward God makes a child lovable in the sight 
of all, 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


Review by a few questions what, the class have learned of 
Jesus’ birth and infancy, What was the name of the mother 
of Jesus? Who told her she should have a son? What did 
she call him in her song? What did Zacharias call him 
when he prophesied? To whom did an angel bring glad 
tidings in the night? Who came to see Jesus, guided by 
astar? Who was king at that time? When the wise men 
came, what question did they ask about Jesus which made 


Herod angry? Did they go back and tell Herod where they 


found him? Why not? How did the king try to destroy 
the young child? How was Jesus kept safely ? 

It was after Herod died that Mary and Joseph came back 
from Egypt, and with their child, hot more than two years 
old, they went back and lived in their home in Nazareth. 
Just one. verse tells us all we know. of Jesus for the next ten 
years of his life; that verse tells how the child grew. He 
grew older and larger each day, just as you do; he was 
a happy, growing child, eating and sleeping, running and 
playing, like any other boy in Nazareth then, or any child 
now ; his face was fair and pleasant,—the light of that quiet 
home ; his step quick, and his hand strong, as the baby child 
became the growing boy, ten, eleven, twelve years old. Not 
only was his body strong, “he waxed” (that means, grew 
more and more) “strong in spirit.’ What was that? He was 
strong and brave in doing right, not afraid to say “No!” toa 


that God should. But man’s favor is more likely to be won | boy wanting him to do wrong, the one only sinless child who 





never yielded to temptation, never followed a bad camnjlt, 
never made a mistake. 

When he was twelve years old, his mother and Joseph took 
him with them to Jerusalem to keep the feast. of the Passover. 
Question to see if de Passover is understood ; it has so often 
been taught and explained, doubtless many can answer. When 
sons were twelve years old, they were required to keep the 
law and go to the feasts, and were called the “sons of the 
law.” The people went in great companies called caravans ; 
many from a town or neighborhood going together. The 
feast lasted seven days, and when it was over the crowds gath- 
ered with companions to go home as they had come. 
Returning, after the first day’s journey, Joseph and Mary 
found that the child was lost. They had thought he was 
somewhere in the company, but he was not. They turned 
back, and a whole day was spent searching in vain. The 
third day they found him—where ? 

In the temple——There were many courts or porches and 
rooms belonging to the temple, and in some of them wise 
men or doctors of the law sat and taught any who came to 
learn and to ask questions. There they found the boy listen- 
ing to the teachers, and asking questions. What did our 
golden text say he was filled with? The people who heard 
him must have thought so too, and perhaps the teachers asked 
him some questions, for all were astonished,—surprised at his 
understanding and answers. It was the first time he had 
ever caused pain or anxious trouble to his parents. Did ever 
any other child live twelve years, and not sometime grieve 
his parents? Mary could not help asking why he had given 
them such sorrow. Jesus answered by asking, “ How is it 
that ye sought me?” Jesus thought his parents should 
have known that he would be in only one place,—the temple, 
his heavenly Father’s house. The very first words that 
we know that Jesus said are in the questions he asked Mary 
when she blamed him. It shows the boy’s heart and desire, 
and knowledge of the work he came to do. “ Wist ye not,” 
which means, know ye not, “ that I must be about my Father’s 
business?” In his house, learning of his word and his wor- 
ship, asking questions, and giving answers about his law, this 
was what the boy Jesus loved to do; but Mary and Joseph 
did not understand about “his Father's business.” He 
honored his earthly father in the home. He went with his 
parents back to Nazareth, and was “subject unto them.” He 
obeyed without asking questions ; went quietly and willingly 
away from the glories of Jerusalem, and the wonders of the 
temple, back to the plain home and the work-shop, and day 
by day with Joseph, a carpenter, worked patiently and well. 
Did Mary forget the answer she could not understand? She 
did with it as with the words of the angel and the shepherds. 
How? 

The last verse is like the first of this lesson. Before twelve 
years of age he grew “strong in spirit, filled with wisdom, 
and the grace of God was upon him.” After twelve it was 
the same, more blessed as the years went by; “he increased 
in wisdom and in stature (size), and in favor with God and 
man.” He was the only perfect pattern for every child, 
What can you try to imitate? Are you subject to your 
parents? Do you obey willingly and pleasantly? Do you 
love our Father’s house? His word? Do you want to be 
wise? To be strong in spirit? To have God’s favor? 





QUESTION HINTS. 


BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


Introduction.— What early intimation have we of woman’s 
privilege in Christ? (Luke 2: 36-38; Gal. 3: 28.) Where 
was the home of Jesus’ childhood? (v. 39.) What prophecy 
was thus fulfilled? (Matt. 2: 23.) What was the reputation 
of the place? (John 1: 46.) What hope does this suggest 
to the unfavorably located ? Who is guilty if no good comes 
out of our community ? 

Verse 40.—What is the finest illustration of physical, 
mental, and spiritual development that the world has ever 
witnessed? Are circumstances of wealth or of poverty the 
more conducive to man’s highest threefold attainment? 
What are the essential laws of health? What is the differ- 
ence between knowledge and wisdom? Is mind developed 
by a steady discipline of its powers, or by a cramming of 
knowledge? What atmosphere is essential to spiritual 
growth? How many days in the week must it be breathed? 
What is the religious habit of a well-ordered household? 
(v. 41.) Was the observance of the Passover equally obliga- 
tory upon Mary and Joseph? What other annual feasts did 
the Jews observe? At what season of the year did the 
Passover occur? In what month? What did it commemo- 
rate? What did it typify? How long did it last? What 
were its chief features? At what age were Jewish boys 
bound to the law in all its requirements? (v. 42.) Why 
should we expect the first-born child to have approached this 
feast with peculiarly solemn feelings ? 

Verse 43.—Did Jesus enjoy or grow weary with a seven days’ 
worship of God? Is the lack of youthful appreciation of reli- 
gious services to be attributed to defective training or defective 
services? Give a brief description of Jerusalem, with the loca- 
tion of the temple. How soon will careful parents inquire 
concerning the whereabouts of their children? (v. 44.) Is 
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a healthful self-reliance, or boldness of manner, induced 
in children trusted alone in modern modes of travel? What 


. <teps were taken, in anguish of heart, to recover the missing 


Jesus? (v.45.). Is it possible for us to lose him? How 
long did his parents search in vain the places of childish 
resort? (vy. 46.) What was the business of these doctors? 
Were other children probably present? What was there 
remarkable in a child’s hearing and asking questions? (v. 47.) 
What does this verse argue concerning the possibilities of 
mind when untrammeled by sin? What aspirations are 
parents slow to recognize and encourage in children? 
(v. 48-50.) At what age should we expect children, to put 
forth direct effort in the work of the kingdom? Was Jesus 
surprised that his parents sought him, or that they sought 
elsewhere than in the temple? 

Verse 51.—What Jaw of God did he recognize above the 
holiest ambition of his heart? (Exod. 20:12.) How, there- 
fore, must he regard disobedience to parents for purposes of 
personal gratification? What was his history from the age 
of twelve until thirty ? (v. 52.) If a child must be dwarfed 
in either of these three growths, which is preferable? 
Which do we find more general? Who is responsible? 
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BY R, T. BONSALL, 


LESSON SUMMARY, 
A BOY’S VISIT TO A GREAT CITY. 
How he was Lost. |; Where he was Found. 


ANALYSIS OF LESSON. 
THE BOY JESUS 
Grows in stature and wisdom (vs. 40, 52). 
Visits Jerusalem (vs. 41, 42). 
Is lost, and is searched for (vs. 43-45). 
Is found in the temple (vs. 46-50). 
| Is obedient to his parents (v. 51). 


PERSONAL LESSON THOUGHTS. 
«“ sought ,,. 
They yee) Him.” 
“*T must be about my Father’s business.” 
“His mother kept all these sayings in her heart.” 
“* Jesus increased in wisdom.” 


SoO SHOULD WE po. 


JESUS “IN THE MIDST OF” 
The wise men (v. 46). 
The crucified thrge (John 19, 18). 
Gathered disciples (Luke 24, 36), 
Every praying company (Matt. 18, 20). 
Heaven’s glory (Rev. 1, 13). 








THE RECORDED WORDS OF JESUS. 
THE BEGINNING. 


‘*T must be about my 
Father’s business.” 


THE ENDING. 
“Tt is finished,” 








ee 





ILLUSTRATION HINTS. 


Jewish legend, busying itself with Old Testament char- 
acters, tells how Abraham, ten days after his birth, had already 
attained manly stature and wisdom, and how Moses, when 
five years old, was in size and knowledge as far advanced as 
a boy of twelve. How gross and exaggerated these state- 
ments seem when compared with the Evangelists’ story of 
the childhood of Jesus. Contrast with this the puerile fables 
of the apocryphal gospels. The teacher who cannot obtain 
access to these will find one or two specimens in Longfellow’s 
Golden Legend. There is no abasement in the fact that 
Jesus grew as any other boy grows. The apple of June is 
perfect as a June apple, though it has not come to its maturity. 
The acorn is perfect as an acorn, just as the oak is perfect as 





an oak. Jesus was a perfect boy as he was a perfect man. 
If Jesus.was content to grow slowly, should Moi we? The 
mushroom may spring up in a night ; it is many a year before 
the sturdy oak attains its full growth. 

When one sees a river flowing deep and strong through a 
parched country, as the Ganges in India, he becomes desirous 
of knowing something about its source. He follows it up, 
and finds that it comes from the cold hills of the north, issu- 
ing, it may be, in full flood from beneath a glacier. So the 
source of Jesus’ growth in spirit and wisdom is told ina 
phrase of verse 40, “ The grace of God was upon him.” 

There is an oriental proverb which says, “ The first deities 
which the child has to acknowledge is its parents,” and 
another, that “ Obedient children are as ambrosia to the 
gods.” The parent is to the child God’s representative, in a 
sense. Jesus places filial obedience and obedience to God 
together when he says, “ Wist ye not that I must be about 
my Father’s business?” If a king places a viceroy over a 
portion of his dominions, it is the duty of loyal subjects to 
obey the viceroy. If they make war against the viceroy, 
they are actually making war against the king who appointed 
him. Soachild disobeying its parents is disobeying God. 
And obedience is made easy by love. What wings are to a 
bird, or sails to a ship, love is to the child. Heaven is high, 
and the path of obedience slopes up to it. 

The Need of Growth—See Krummacher’s Parables, p. 371, 
—The Blade of Wheat; Gotthold’s Emblems, p. 288, 2 186, 
—The Child Learning to Walk; Bowes’s Illustrative Gather- 
ings, First Series, pp. 176-179,—Biblical Emblems ; Foster's 
Prose Illustrations, First Series, p. 79, 3 573,—The Forma- 
tion of Character; p. 102, 3 742,—The Cedar Tree; p. 189, 
2 1499,—From Weakness to Strength; Second Series, p. 106, 
? 7029,—The Permanence of Character. 

The Father's Business.—See Gotthold’s Emblems, p. 66, 
% 29,—The Father’s House; The Biblical Treasury, vol. 2, 
p. 133, 3 441,—Following the Light; vol. 3, p, 154, 3 701,— 
The Lost Son; vol. 6, p. 44, 3.1194,—A Lesson from a Child; 
p. 141, 3 1311,—The Need of Earnestness; Foster’s Prose 
Illustrations, First Series, p. 672, 3 6113,—Christian Work ; 
2 6117,— Work with God; Second Series, p. 681, 3 11559,— 
Work not Sacrifice; Spencer’s Things New and Old, p. 103, 
% 398,—The Need of Work; Bertram’s Homiletic Cyclo- 
pedia, p. 145, 3 845,—Working with Him. 

Filial Obedience—See Krummacher’s Parables, p. 331,— 
The Wood Gatherers ; The Biblical Treasury, vol. 1, p. 173, 
@ 266,—Richard Cecil; Bowes’s Illustrative Gatherings, 
Fist Series, p. 378, The Marks of Obedience; Second Series, 
p. 246,—The Sweetness of Obedience ; Foster’s Prose [llus- 
trations, First Series, p. 68, 3 470,—A Reason for Obedience ; 
p. 195, ¢1552,—A Hard Discipline ; p. 430, 3 3709,—The 
Test of Love. 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


Verse 40 contains the whole gospel narrative of the boy- 
hood proper of Jesus. “ Waxed strong in spirit” refers, 
orientally, to his bodily growth and development in animal 
vitality as well as to the expansion of his‘mind. It means 
that he grew up as a sturdy boy. “Filled with wisdom; 
and the grace of God was upon him” fills out the mental 
and spiritual side of the picture. 

He is introduced to us here just as he is completing his 
Jewish legal minority, He is now a “son of the law,” and 
his next year will leave him in full responsibility for his own 
acts and knowledge of the law; of full age in a religious and 
ecclesiastical sense. So the facts related at the end of the 
lesson, that Jesus was subject to his parents, and that he 
increased in stature (or, age, maturity) and in favor with God 
and man, look forward in both the larger oriental and the 
narrower Jewish sense to his acting as a responsible man, in 
religious manhood, in full accordance with the peculiar duti- 
fulness to parents required in the East, and to his performing 
all the duties of aman among men, and of proper service to 
God. The common lesson drawn from this passage, of 
obedience to parents in strict childhood, does not exhaust its 
full oriental signification. The present lesson is not so much 
the “boyhood” of Jesus, as the merging of boyhood into 
manhood. It was not necessary for Luke to describe the 
ceremonies, nor the fact, of Jesus’ passing through the state 
of a son of the law and entering upon the duties of Jewish 
majority ; but to show what sort of a youth he is at that 
period is another thing: it shows how Jesus differed from 
other lads at a period of interest which comes to all alike. 

The narrative states that the parents went, or, more 
literally, used to go, every year to the passover. This was 
obligatory upon Joseph, but not upon Mary; nor upon Jesus 
until this year. Now, as a son of the law, it was his duty to 
goup also. Joseph was, of course, obliged to go up to the three 
great feasts. By the later custom, women were expected to 
attend the passover. 

When the International lessons passed over this ground 
before, a good deal was said in this column about the Jewish 
schools, the teaching by question and answer, the sitting pos- 
ture, and so on, with some pertinent illustrations from the 
sayings of the rabbis. It is searcely worth while to repeat 





them here. The lesson gives a bright illustration of the 
proper conduct and position of a son of the law, when found 
in the Beth Hammidrash, or house of instruction, at his first 
required visit to Jerusalem. The Beth Hammidrash, by the 
way, has left its name in modern Arabic as the general name 
for a school or college, whether religious or otherwise. 
Madresi, more strictly Madresat, is the name by which they 
are all known at present, 

Those whe wish to pursue this branch of the subject may 
consult Lightfoot or Wiinsche or Schéttgen; or if they wish 
a popular statement, Edersheim’s The Temple, its Ministry 
and Services, as they were in the days of Christ. 

The other incidents find abundant parallel in the pilgrim 
processions to and from Jerusalem at Easter time. Espe- 
cially is the likelihood of losing one’s friends exemplified at 
the march to Jordan. For this last, the narrative of Lieu- 
tenant Lynch is especially instructive. He met such a pro- 
cession, or confused multitude rather, at the ford of the 
Jordan just as he had reached that point with his boats. 

The word for “company,” in verse 44, implies, if it does 
not mean, a caravan. The kinsfolk and acquaintance would 
naturally be together in the greater company. But even the 
smallest party of travelers in the East is apt to get widely 
separated for a whole day, and sometimes for two or three 
days. If any mistake is made by the muleteers going round 
by a separate road, as they often do for conveniences of many 
sorts, the travelers will sometimes have to camp on the bare 
ground without shelter. Nothing is more common in books 
of travel than such separations and the annoyances caused 
thereby. In the great migrations of the Bedawy tribes in 
Mesopotamia, to miss a boy for several days causes no uneasi- 
ness. In Cesnola’s “ Cyprus” is related an amusing incident 
in which a division of a traveling party caused quite a stir, 
not to say annoyance. General di Cesnola and the writer 
made a detour of a couple of hours to the ruins of Lapithur, 
on the northern shore of the island, while the rest of the 
party went straight on to Cerynia. On arriving ourselves at 
the latter place, we found the camp in much trouble; and the 
situation was somewhat dangerous to all until the next 
morning. 

Thus the continuing on a day’s journey, expecting to meet 
Jesus at the place where the kinsfolk should put up for thenight, 
is the most natural and ordinary incident imaginable. The 
three days, after the eastern fashion and the common-sense 
view of the narrative, are probably to be reckoned from the 
time the parents started from Jerusalem to go home. One 
day they journeyed forth, the next day they occupied in 
returning, and on the next, the third day, they found him in 
the school-house of the temple. The temple would be the 
first place to go to look, or at least, to inquire for him. 
Though the seven days of the feast had passed (v. 43), the 
temple courts would be the place to find the crowd, especially 
of those who had come up from other parts of the lard to 
Jerusalem. 

Doctors, in verse 46, of course means only teachers, or rab- 
bis. It is the same word which throughout the Gospels is ap- 
plied to Jesus, and rendered by “ Master.” “Both hearing 
them, and asking them questions,” is equivalent to saying that 
he was already engaged with earnestness and spirit, like a 
familiar pupil or disciple. The phrase has no other peculiar 
force. To hear and ask questions, as already stated, was the 
regular, we may say the only, way of teaching; and the 
whole Talmud is full of questions and answers; that being 
the favorite mode of stating facts or principles in a treatise. 
The catechism style of composing books is a very ancient 
one, and was anciently a very favorite one. And indeed, to 
confine the attention is almost always to convey the point in- 
structively. It certainly isso when the question is so framed 
as to state the point clearly. 

It would not be difficult to trace the first day’s journey, the 
night’s resting-place, and the return the next day. Only we 
could not be sure of the location of the gate at which they 
would pass out of Jerusalem. At present they would leave 
by the Damascus gate, pass the tombs of the kings, cross the 
Kidron Valley—which has curved around here—and go over 
Scopus. Here is a fine parting view of Jerusalem. The 
sites passed on the way, either On the road or a little off, are 
chiefly those of Gibeah of Benjamin, Ramah of Benjamir, 
and Ataroth Adar. Ata place now called El-Bireh, perhaps 
the ancient Beeroth, they would probably spend the night, as 
travelers commonly do at present who have not tents. At 
the Highest spot in this village, indeed, lie the ruins of an 
ancient Christian church ; and tradition has it that here Mary 
and Joseph first discovered that Jesus was not among their 
kinsfolk. However, this tradition cannot be traced farther 
back than the sixteenth century. The church belongs to the 
times of the Crusaders. Near the ruins now stands a Muslim 
wely, or saints’ shrine. However, the old Roman road by 
which they probably went is still traceable. El-Bireh, or 
Ramallah on the side of the hill to the left, is a half-way 
stopping-place between Jerusalem and Nablds, the ancient 
Shechem. For further particulars, see Baedeker’s guide- 
book for accuracy; or Murray’s. But just in this portion of 
Palestine Dr. Edward Robinson’s famous Biblical Reearches 
are especially fresh and interesing. 
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BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


{au rublications received will be promotiy noticed under this head. 
The interests of our readers will guide us in wakixcg turther notice. } 


BOOKS. 


The Church of the Future; a diocesan charge, 1889. By Archibald 
Caupbell, Arenbl hop of Canterbury. lsmo, pp. vi, 212 New 
Yo k: Macmiiao & Uo. Price, $1.00, 


Gray Heeda on Green Shoulders: a “signal” story for boys and girls. 
by Mra. Jane Egglestun Z mmermaa 16ine, illustrated, pp. 22/7, 
Ric ugot HMeary A. oumner & Co. Price, §: 2 


Han« Sa’ hs; a fam!ly tradition. (Pictnres from the Life Series) B 
Dr. Angus W idenhaha, Tra:s'ated from tue German by Harriet 
Reynolis Kraoth, '2mo, llasteated, pp. ix, 321. Puiladelphia: J. 
Fr.derick Smith, Price, $1.50. 

PAM PIT LETS. 


Home Almanac for 184. 12mo, Ulastrated, pp. 32. New York: The 
Home Insurance Com pany. 


Eadiretions = Character In the Head and Face. 
A.M. {6mo, jilastrated, pp. 
Vile z cents. 


Nelson’s Weekly Family Ex 
for aion for 7 oe y. 
John H, Neilson 


The M untain +a or 8o- poles Modern Miracles. By Stephen H 
Tyvg Je, DD. 16mo, pp New York: Lhe People’s Puipit 
Publisuing Company. Py) ce, Beosn 


y H. 8. Dravton, 
48. New York: Denker and Wells. 


ense Book for One Year and Valuab'e In- 
Oblong 18mo, pp. 74. New York: 


Fireside Readings: a collection of Karays, Poems, and Sentences by 
various auth ra, Complied by H. A Mumaw. 1l2mo, pp. 112. Elk- 
hart, ind.; Mennonite Publishing Cumpany. 


MUSIC, 


Hymn Service, No2. Comprsed. compiled and arranged by the Rev. 
Kobe:t Loary, W Howard Doaue and the Rev. Dr. Joho H. Vo 

cen! kimbrat ing hyuins and songs appropriate to the interna- 
tonal Lersoms tor ssl, Pe 


r, oblong, i6mo, pp. 64. New York: 
Bigivw and main, Pr.ce,i 


cents. 





The recent death of Mr. W. H. G. Kingston, the very 
voluminous English author of books for boys, has served 
to draw the attention of readers to Mr. Kingston’s books, 
and also, to a certain extent, t» the class of literature to 
which he was so large a contributor. We do not think 
that any very high rank can be claimed for him, among 
writers for toe young; nor is the general tone of 
his bo ki precisely to be commended, His Dick 
Chevelry, for instance, is certainly readable, from 
cover to cover; the adventures of its hero as a 
runaway to sea, and his hairbreadth ecapes and 
startling adventures, are sure to be followed with 
eager interest by many a young reader; and there 
is a certain moral to be found in the story, to the ¢ffect 
that sv fferir g, and even starvation, are likely to be the lot 
of would be adventurous boys. But the story goes alto- 
gether too close to the border-land of the merely sensa- 
tional ; and it is ] kely to be read for the exciting charac 
ter of its adventures, rather than for the literary style or 
wholesome morals which it may carry with it, As has 
been said of Robertson’s sermons, Mr. Kingston’s bocks 
may be innocent in themselves, but they leave upon the 
mind the impression of the bane rather than the antidote 
Something likethis must besaideven of Roger Willoughby 
Mr. Kingston’s last book, written in the shadow of deatn, 
and bearing with it a devout and touching preface. At 
this time, when juvenile literature is flooded with purely 
sensational fiction of a low order, something more true 
and high than Mr. Kingston or Mr. R M., Ballantyne 
can offer should be sought for. Mr. Ballantyne’s latest 
book, Zhe Lonely Island, has for its story the familiar rec- 
ord of the settling of Pitcairn Island by the mutineers 
of the Bounty, and its religious purpose is marked 
throughout. But while its semi-historical character 
keeps it from sensational flights, it is disfigured all 
through by a free use of slang. It is not enough that 
books for young people’s reading, and even designed for 
their religious reading, should be barely as good as those 
of “Ojiver Optic” or Captain Mayne Reid. (Dick 
Cheveley, 12mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. 896 ; Philadelphia, 
J.B Lippincott & OCo.; price, $150. The same, 12mo 
cloth, illustrated, pp. xii, 888; New York: E, P. Dutton 
' & Oo; price, $3,00.—Roger Willoughby, 12mo, cloth, 
illustrated, pp. v, 402; London: James Nisbet & Co.; 
price, $1.50.—The Lonely Island, 12mo, cloth, illus. 
trated, pp. vii, 418; London: James Nisbet & Co; price, 
$1.50.) 


Scarcely any detached portion of Bible history has 
been as successfully treated in an exhaustive monograph 
as that included in The Voyage and Shipwreck of St Paul. 
The solid and standard work which beara this title first 
appeared in 1848, and has passed through three editions. 
This may seem slow progress; but with each edition the 
bock became out of print, and very hard to get; and 
meanwhile its matter had largely passed into all the 
better commentaries on the Book of Acts, in England, 
Ameriea, Germany, Holland, and even France. It is 
not a work strictly popular, but it is easy for a man of 
good education and habits of attention to read and under- 
stand; and the best work on the subject extant in any 
languagé. Its maps and illustrations are authentic, and 
all that could be desired. Its author, James Smith, 
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ete: was a Scotch Presbyterian elder, a geologist, a 


yachteman, a scholar of high attainments both biblical 
and otherwise, of strict and thorough habits of investigad 
tion, and in many other respects remarkably, or it might 
be said providentially, prepared for this work. The dis- 
cussions of his various positions, as his results passed into 
the commentaries, tended to reveal the defects of his 
work, as well as to establish its excellencies; a state of 
things of which the author was not slow to avail himself, 
to the improvement of each successive edition. A fourth 
edition has now appeared—posthumous, for the author 


y | died in 1867—under the editorship of Walter E Smith, 


with a preface by the Lord Bishop of Carlisle, A memoir 
of the author is added, with the reinsertion of some 
matters which the author himself had omitted from the 
later editions previous, Among these are a preliminary 
dissertation on the life and writings of St. Luke, which is 
not an integral part of the treatise, and does not partake 
of its strength. In the treatise itself, the author's work 
is beyond eulogium. It has put forever at rest a multi- 
tude of old discussions and vexed questions. In a few 
spots the author has left an imperfection ; but the notes 
and comments of others have covered all such points; so 
that the present edition, text and accessories, may be 
called perfect, if such a thing can exist in this world. 
Yet there are a few glaring misprints, especially in the 
Greek text and its translation. (16mo, pp. xlviii, 293, 
cloth. London : Longmans, Green, & Oo. Price, 
$2.00 ) 


The newly issued Sfudies in Song, by Algernon Charles 
Swinburne, have all of his mannerism, some of his 
vigorous E iglish, none of his coarseness, and a trifle of 
his irreligion. They are evidently prepared more for his 
own delight than for that of his readers. His sentiments 
are so pre- Raphaelite and high wrought that they remind 
us of Laurence Oken, who saw in the snail “an exalted 
symbol of mind, slumbering deeply within itself!” 
These thirteen poems are notable in no new sense, There 
are many fine expressions, few fine thoughts. But being, 
as Swinburne undoubtedly is, a master of the art or 
prosody, he claims our admiration, while he neither 
moves the heart nor inspiresthe mind, In Six Years Oid 
he is somewhat simpler and more natural than is com- 
mon. Yet he out-Swinburnes Swinburne for alliteration 
in these lines : 

“ Naked, shamed, cast out of consecration, 
Corpse and cvffin, yea, the very graves, 
Scoffed at, scattered, shaken from their station, 


Spurned and scourged of wind and sea like slaves, 
Desolate beyond man’s desolation, 
Shrink and sink into the waste of waves.” 


And for theology take this : 


“Thou wast as very Christ—not he 
Degraded into Deity, 
And priest-polluted by such prayer 
As poisons air, 
Tongue-worship of the tongue that slays, 
False faith and parricidal praise: 
But the man crowned with suffering days.” 


It would have been better if he had left such a stanza 
as the conclusion of Off Shore to stand without this 
foil : 
_ “The years are before thee 
As shadows of thee, 
As men that adore thee, 
As cloudlets that flee: 
But thou art the God, and thy kingdom is heaven, and thy 
shrine is the sea,” 


When we have added that by quadruply leading the lines, 


,| and using heavy paper, the volume is of graspable size, 


we have done our whole duty by author and publisher. 
(12mo, pp. 218. New York: R. Worthington.) 


Under the title of a Bib/e Student's Cyclopedia one 
would hardly look for a set of questions and answers 
upon the commonest matters of Bible information, with 
a collection of riddles and puzzles, all arranged after the 
style of an old fashioned book of conundrums, Yet such 
is the fact ; and, moreover, the book is put forth as “ aids 
to biblical research,” and ‘‘a book for clergymen, Sab- 
bath-school teachers, and all lovers of the Bible.” But 
aside from its infelicitous form, so many inaccuracies and 
half-truths appear in it as to make the book anything 
but trustworthy, The author is loose and careless in his 
statements, so that they often mislead, contrary to his 
intention and knowledge. What is said about the “ bug” 
Bible, and the “breeches” Bible, for instance, though 
partly true, gives a very wrong statement of the actual 
case. So in attributing the introduction of verses into 
the Vulgate to Pagninus in 1528, the author seems not to 
be aware that those verses were long paragraphs, and 





were superseded in Pagninus’ own version by the modern 





verses after their introduction by S:ephens in 1551; nor 
furthermore, that Pagninus’s Latin Bible of 1528 was 
not the Vulgate at all, but a new translation. If, still 
further, we are to call the older small divisions of the 
text “ verses,” then we fiod testimony to their existence 
as far back as Origen, at least. We are told, also, that 
Hagar was the first who wept; Rachel, next to Eve, was 
the first to steal; Rebekah the first to wear a bridal veil; 
and that the word of Ged is called a mirror in 2 Corin- 
thians 3:18. But these are only chance specimens ot 
the very numerous errors. (l16mo, pp. 5, 353, cloth. 
New York: N. Tibbals and Sons. Price, $1.50 ) 


Readers who are familiar with the few conspicuously 
successful works of fiction which, in recent years, have 
been issued by the English press, need no reminder of 
Israel Mort, Overman. It is a work of virile inten- 
sity, wrought out with masterly attention to details, and 
vivid local coloring. Its author, John Saunders, has lost 
nothing of his peculiar power and charm, if we judge 
him by his present book, Zhe Tempter Behind. This 
curious psychological study is a strung contribution to 
the temperance literature of the day. The plot is trans- 
parently simple, the story realistic, and the interest 
depends almost entirely upon the mental struggles of the 
hero, who hates the bondage of appetite, while his will, 
enfeebled by indulgence, is not able to set him free there- 
from. A refined and conscientious nature, in the toils of 
the tempter, keenly alive to its own degradation, and 
finally victorious through womanly love and Christian 
grace, is well set forth in these deeply thoughtful pages. 
(16mo, illustrated, pp. viii, 302. Boston: D. Lothrop 
& Oo. Price, $1 25.) 


The history of the Raformation in England is inter- 
esting in all its phases, and will always continue to fur- 
nish picturesque and suggestive themes to the student. 
Old Bristol: A Story of the Early English Baptists, by 
L. M. N, js written with much grace of style, and with 
praiseworthy fidelity tu the accessorics and atmosphere of 
a very eventful period. The story part is so fascinating 
that few girls of twelve or fourteen will care to lay the 
bock aside until they have finished it, and the hictorical 
framework is sustained by reference to the best authori- 
ties, The denominational teaching is so pervasive and 
predominant, however, that the book is likely to obtain 
circulation only among Baptist Christians. (16mo, illus- 
trated, pp. 351. Philadelphia: American Baptist Pub- 
lishing Society. ) 


The Rev. 8. Somerville Stobbs, pastor of the Third 
Presbyterian Church, Jersey City, New Jersey, has writ- 
ten and published a little volume entitled Hearthome. 
The profits of its sale are to be entirely devoted to 
the debt fund of the church. We fear, however, that 
only those will buy it, who are, on general principles, 
desirous of liquidating church debts, or who have a direct 
interest in the Third Presbyterian Church of Jersey Oity. 
In the form of an allegory, Hearthome is singularly 
infelicitous and unliterary in conception and treatment. 
It is a good example of what an author, with no prepara- 
tion for creative work, except a devout desire to do good, 
will produce when handling unfamiliar tools. (16mo, 
pp. 193. Jersey City: The Rev. 8. Somerville Stobbs. 
Price, $1.00.) 


The Rev. E. A. Rand has achieved distinction asa 
writer of excellent juvenile stories, bright and sprightly 
in movement, and evangelical in teaching. Roy’s Dory 
at the Seashore belongs to the School and Camp Series, 
and is of that class of stirring narrative which young 
people pronounce splendid. Ruy is a fine active fellow 
who has enlisted under the great Captain, and he is 
anxious to do good, and earn money fur missionary pur- 
poses. How he attempts, perseveres, and succeeds, is 
well told in this genial little book. We venture to express 
a fear'that Mr. Rand’s books are following each other 
almost too rapidly ; the charm of freshness is easily lost. 
(16mo, illustrated, pp. 346. Boston: D. Lothrop & Oo, 
Price, $1.25.) 


American literature is not poor in books relating to 
the marvelous river Nile,—among them may be men- 
tioned Ourtis’s Nile Notes of a Howacji, Miss Fletcher’s 
novel of Kismet, Prime’s Boat Life in Ezypt, and Stod- 
dard’s Mashallah,—but a distinct value belongs to Mr. 
Charles Dudley Warner's J/y Winter on the Nile, of which 
a new and cheaper edition has just been issued, General 
di Oesnola has paid tribute to Mr. Warner’s “ positively 
photographic reproductions” of oriental men, manners 
and incidents; and the general reader will find them as 
instructive as they are entertaining. The bock takes a 
high rank among the works of an author whose books are 
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all good. (12mo, cloth, pp. xvi, 496. Boston: Hough- 
ton, Mifflin, & Oo. Price, $2 00.) 


LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 

Canon Westcott is about to publish a fifth edition of 
the History of the Canon of the New Testament, which 
in former editions has proved unsurpassed as a manual of 
the early history of the New Testament. 





Hedder and Stoughton, London, publish this month 
the first number of The Christian Church, a new popu- 
lar monthly, dealing with sacred literature, and designed 
to combat the destructive theories of the school of higher 
criticism—so called. 


One of the earliest of the religious books of the year 
will be Dean Howson’s Evidential Value of the Acts of 
the Apostles, part of which was delivered last summer in 
Philadelphia in the form of lectures. E. P. Dutton & 
Co. will publish it, 


Among Charles Scribner’s Sons’ February announce- 
ments are a new edition of the late George Smith’s 
Uhaldean Account of Genesis, edited by Professor A. H 
Sayce, and Christian Institutions, a series of essays on 
ecclesiastical sut jects by Dean Stanley. | 


A new publication, designed to aid Sunday-school 
teachers and scholars in their work, is issued by J. 8. 
Ogilvie, New York, under the title of Scripture Lights on 
Sabbath Less: ns, It consists of thirteen sheets of selected 
Scripture texts—one sheet to each lesson—printed in 
clear black type and enclosed by a red-line border. The 
sheets are mounted on a wooden roller protected by brass 
tips. Twelve of the sheets are devoted to the Inter- 
national Lessons and review for the first quarter of 1881; 
the thirteenth gives a selection of temperance and mission- 
ary txts for the vacant Sunday. The publication will be 
quarterly ; the price, 30 cents a quarter. 


A commendable advance marks the January and Feb- 
ruary number of Education, which now assumes more 
of the characteristics of an international magazine. The 
frontispiece is a steel engraving of Dr. William T. Harris ; 
the opening paper an appreciative review of Four Cen- 
turies of Scotch Education by John Russell, editor of the 
E iglish Schoolmaster, This is fullowed by strong papers 
from prominent educators on both sides of the Atlantic, 
among which may be mentioned Professor Shepherd's 
article on Examining and Oertificating Teachers, Dr. 
Gallaudet’s and Miss Susanna E Hulls letters on the 
Instruction of Deaf-mutes, and Dr. Humphrey’s Com- 
mon-Sense in Classics, 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_————_ 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—The first White Mountain Sunday-school Conven- 
tion was held in the Congregational Ohurch at Littleton, 
New Hampshire, January 4 and5. A feature of the exer- 
cises was a discussion of The Model Superintendent, led 
by the Rev. 8. P. Heath ; followed by a discussion of The 
Model Teacher, led by the Rev. Noble Fisk, and The 
Model Scholar, by the Rev. Daniel Phillips. An attrac- 
tive children’s meeting was held on the afternoon of 
Wednesday, the 5th, and at itsconclusion the results of the 


convention were riveted in the Rev. G. W. Oagood’s 
practical summing up. 


—A considerable portion of the report presented atthe 
eleventh annual meeting of the Protestant Episcopal 
Sunday-school Association of Philadelphia, held January 
10, related to the lessons to be used in the schools, While 
the International series was not deprecated, the diocesan 
series of the church arranged several years ago, and now 
used in more than two thousand schools in almost every 
diocese in the country, was recommended. In the dis- 
cussion which followed, Mr. George OC. Thomas hoped 
that other denominations would understand that the 
adoption of the diocesan series was nof meant as antag- 
onistic to the International Series, but was an earnest 
attempt to remedy some of its apparent defects. The 
number of Episcopal schools in Philadelphia was given 
at eighty-two, with 2239 teachera and 26,358 ‘scholars. 
Bishop W. B Stevens was elected president, and the 
Rev, W. H. Graff corresponding secretary, for next year. 


NORMAL CLASSES, 


—On Tuesday evening, January 25, the third anni- 
Versary of the Philadelphia Teachers’ Meeting conducted 
under the auspices of the American Sunday-echool Union, 





will be held in the teachers’ hall, 1122 Chestnut Street. 
Bishop Stevens has accepted an invitation to address the 
teachers, but his subject is not yet announced, All inter- 
ested in Bible study are invited to be present. 


—A Sunday-school institute, under the auspices of the 
Methodist Episcopal churches in Philadelphia, was held 
in Ebenezer Church, January 17 and 18. Four sessions 
were held, one in the afternoon and one on the evening of 
each day. The course of lessons embraced short lectures 
on the Sunday-school and its members, lesson-drills on 
biblical geograpby, history and bicgraphy, and illustra- 
tive lessons. At the concluding session, the Rev, B. T. 
Vincent gave a review of the studies of the course. 

—At the month'y meeting of the Canterbury (New 
Z2aland) Sunday-school Teachers’ Institute, held Novem- 
ber 25, 1880, the Rev. O. F:aser delivered an address on 
Simultaneous Teaching as applied to Sunday-schools. 
According to the speaker, the present system of having 
small classes with a t-acher to each, involved a great 
waste both of the teachers’ and scholars’ time. © This 
would be obviated by the introduction of simultaneous 
teaching. The effect of a large number of children act- 
ing together was to infuse a greater sympathy and energy 
among them. Ech Sunday-school might be divided into 
several parts, in each of which the teachers would hear 
the memory exercises in the usual way. The whole 
school would then reunite, and the work of teaching 
would go on under the guidance of one teacher. By this 
plan, it was argued, the younger chil’ ren would receive 
the benefit of the answers of the eld-rs, and all would be 
benefited by the necessarily wide scope of the instruction 
given. 


—Mr. B. T. Gough, of Bristol, in a letter to the London 
Sunday-school Chronicle, has this to say of one of the 
difficulties of normal class work, and his method of obvi 
ating it: “I am fully aware of the great necessity that 
exists of giving intending teachers help in the direciion 
of what to teach as well as of how to teach; but, with 
now more than twenty years’ experience, I am more than 
ever convinced that the time these classes remain together 
is far too short to give anything more than a very super- 
ficial knowledge of either, and that only as the friends can 
be induced by private study to carry on the work of the 
class at home, can permanent results be expected. With 
a view of encouraging this, and to stimulate to effort, | 
have been accustomed to cffer prizes for the best abstract 
of the proceedings of the class, not confining myself to 
any specified sum, but regulating the amount by the 
competition called forth. In, this-way I have succeeded 
in obtaining abstracts which have been enlarged so as tu 
fill two hundred, or even three hundred pages; thus 
giving evidence of an interest in the work highly credit- 
able to the writers.” 


—The following is the programme of the Bristol (Eng- 
land) Sunday-school Union Norma! Class. I. The Sun- 
day-school department: A. The Sunday-school Teacher’s 
Office and Work : —(1 ) The soul we teach ; (2.) Mental 
characteristics of children ; (3 ) Habits to be formed ; (4 ) 
Kinds of teaching adapted to the several stages of mental 
development ; (5.) Moral nature of the young; (6 ) Prin- 
ciples and art of teaching ; (7 ) Method, its use and sphere; 
(8) Memory exercises; (9.) Pictorial and illustrative 
method ; (10,) Interrogative method ; (11.) Conversa- 
tional method ; (12.) Questioning ; (13.) Prevailing faults; 
(14.) Rules to be observed; (15) The teaching process ; 
(16.) Approach and attention ; (17.) Inattentive children 
classified; (18.) How to treat each class; (19.) Order and 
discipline; how to attain them. B. The Construction 
of Lessons :—(1.) General rules; (2.) Historical; (3.) 
Biographical; (4.) Parables, emblems, etc.; (5.) Intel- 
lectual quickening; (6.) Suggestions in gaining, retain- 
ing, applying, and communicating knowledge, II. The 
Biblical Department :—(1.) The Bible, its structure and 
development; (2.) Outlines of Carietian evidences; (38.) 
The “Teachers’ Bible,’ and how to use it; (4) The canon 
of Scripture, with the rules of biblical interpretation ; 
(5.) The Sunday-school teacher’s model. 


TEMPERANCE. 


—A measure to amend the licensing laws of the Isle of 
Man has been passed by the Manx Legislature. A clause 
was carried closing all licensed premises in electoral dis- 
tricts, both on the nomination and polling days. 

—Two ladies, members of the Society of Friends, 
issued an appeal before Christmas to the public of Bir- 
mingham, England, that Christmas gifts to cabmen should 
take some other form than the customary glass of wine. 
The suggestion is capable of extension. 


—A new temperance meeting has been formed in 
Boston, to be known as the New England Branch of the 


National Temperance Society. A ratification meeting 
will be held on January 25, when the Hon. Neal Dow, 
the Rev. Dr. Cuyler, and the Hon. William E Dodge, 
and other prominent temperance workers, are expected to 
be present, 

—Concerning new plans of work for the Juvenile 
Temperance Unions, the general superintendent of that 
department of the Woman’s National Christian Temper- 
ance Union has this to say: “The work in Juvenile 
Unjons and temperance schools is yet the most hopeful 
for reaching the great maas of the children with regular 
and thorough instruction. Over 484 Juvenile Unions 
are already reported; we hope greatly to multiply this 
number in the year upon which we have just entered. 
. . » The special plan suggested for the year is that of the 
temperance school, in which by lectures, catechism in- 
struction, charts, blackboard exercises, ol ject lessons and 
saddresses, a work of education rather than of enteriain- 
ment, shall be secured. The name Juvenile Union 
where adopted or preferred had best be retained, but the 
school idea can be intrcduced with its division (as in the 
Sunday-school) into departments and classes, with class 
recitations, and a review from the platform preceding the 
lecture and the usual entertainment. We have, within 
the past month, tried this change in‘ large Union, with 
marked results. By it genuine instruction has been 
secured ; definite work has been found by the young 
ladies and gentlemen who act as teachers; a place secured 
for boys and girls who feel too large for the Juvenile 
Union, but who willingly take a class, to become members 
of adult classes; a careful registry of the Usion has 
been kept, absentees looked afier, material for the enter- 
tainments readily secured, and new power and enthusi- 
asm aroused among children and aduits.” 


GENERAL. 


—Some sixty original letters, written by Robert Raites 
between the years 1790 and 1797 to a dissenting minister 
named Llewelyn, were unexpectedly brought to light in 
the latter part of 1880. They are said to bear unmis- 
takable evidences of genuineness. Almost all the letters 
contain some reference to Raikes’ Sunday-school work. 
They are now in the possession of Mr. W. Higgs, of 
Gloucester, England, who, it is expected, will publish 
them shortly with connecting and explanatory notes. 
A fac-simile of one of these letters appears in the London 
Sunday-school Chronicle for December 31, 1880. 


—In accordance with the policy which has prevailed 
at the Vatican since the beginning of the present pontifi- 
cate, the pope has set up fifty-two schools in Rome to 
counteract the influence of the Protestant and state 
schools. Certain limitations are imposed upon them by 
Italian law, but all legal requirements have been complied 
with. The above number includes primary schoois, 
gymnasia, normal schools, technical and professional 
schools. Sixty thousand dollars a year are contributed 
for their maintenance. The bishops throughout the 
kingdom have been instructed to open similar schools in 
their dioceses. 


—In forwarding the report of the last Scholars’ 
Advanced Examination of the London Sunday-school 
Union, the examiner, Mr. A. F. Muir, writes as follows 
of the results of scholars’ examinations: “It is extremely 
satisfactory to find that with nearly double the number 
of candidates, the character of the answers given exhibits 
so distinct an advance over that of last year’s; more 
originality, literary power, and general informstion. 
From the comparatively few failures that have occurred, 
it is evident that the average attainment of those examined 
is unusually high. In all, 290 papers were examined, of 
which 66 have passed in the first division and 195 in the 
second, while only 29 have failed. Were it required to 
prove the salutary influence of these examinations, it 
would be sufficient to point to the results alreacy arrived 
at in this section alone.” 


—In England, the Children’s Special Service Mission, 
of London, has for some time been issuing Scripture por- 
tions for every day in the year for the use of the members 
of the Children’s Scripture Union. The list of children’s 
portions for the year 1881 has been published in the 
United States by the Rev. W. F. Orafis, pastor of the 
Congregational Church of Christian Endeavor, Brooklyn, 
for the members of the children’s department of the 
recently formed Ohristian Alliance for Bible Reading and 
Memorizing. For the adult department a chronological 
scheme has been prepared by which the whole Bible will 
be read in the order of its events in two years. Occasional 
leaflets with suggestions on methods of Bible study are 
issued to the members, Those wishing further informa- 





tion regarding the object and methods of the Christian 
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Aliiance should address the Rev. W. F. 
Orafts, 74, A, Hooper St., Brooklyn, E. 
D., New York. 

—At the opening of the Raikes Oente- 
nary Oclebration in New Zealand, held 
late in 1880, the chairman, the Rev. 
Lindsay Mackie, said they could not begin 
better than by hearing some of the Lord’s 
messages to children. He then read the 
following Bible passages: The children’s 
gospel, Luke 18: 15-17; The children’s 
public assembly, Deut, 31: 1018; The 
children’s commandment, Exod. 20: 12; 
The children’s invitation, Psa. 34: 11; The 
children’s promise, Prov. 8: 17; The chil- 
dren’s prayer, 1 Sam. 3: 10; The children’s 
praise, Mait. 11: 15, 16; The children’s 
Saviour, Mark 10: 16; The children’s sal- 
vation, Matt. 18: 14; The children’s sin 
and pardon, 1 John 2: 12; The children’s 
life, Eph. 5 : 1, 2; The children’s death, 
Mark 5 : 35 39; The children of the New 
Jerusalem, Zech. 8: 5. In the farther 
course of the celebration, such topics were 
discussed as “How to retain the senior 
scholars,” “‘ How to secure greater efficiency 
in our teachers,” “The place of Sunday- 
schools in relation to modern society,” 
“ Bunday-school literature,” and “ The 
government and discipline ot schools,” 


Y. M. C. A. 


—At the “ Medical Talks” given by the 
Young Men’s Obristian Association of 
Manchester, Eogland, over three hundred 
and forty-two men signed the temperance 
pledge. The Rev. Prebendary Macdonald 
delivered a course of lectures on the provi- 
dential preparation for Christianity before 
Obrist, and two additional prayer-meet- 
ings have been established. 


—Several trade and other receptions 
have been given lately by the Chicago 
Young Men's Christian Association, A 
reception of the young men of the dry- 
goods trade was held December 30, in which 
music and select readings alternated with 
addresses on the dry goods trade past and 
present, Oa January 1, the three railroad 
branches, in connection with the Associa- 
tron, held New Year's receptions, at which 
refreshments were served. Over three 
hundred and fifty railroad men called dur- 
ing the day. A general reception was also 
held on the same day at the Association 
Roms. 


MISSIONS. 


—The Arcot Mission of the Madras 
Presidency, in India, will be occupied by 
the Rev. John W. Conklin of the Reformed 
Oburch, Boonton, N. J, who sailed for 
India on January 8. 


—A Zenana and Medical Mission Home 
and Training School for Ladies has 
recently been established in London, Eng- 
land, and already gives evidence of future 
success and usefulness, 


—At the last monthly missionary meet- 
ing at Mildmay, England, Mr. Wolfe, of 
the Church Missionary Society, reported 
that in the province of Fu-kien, China, 
there were now about a hundred and ten 
Ohriatian churches with over three thou- 
sand native members. The population of 
the province is about twenty millions, 


—How far missions have succeded in 
Sierra Leone is thus stated in The African 
R;pository: “The peninsula of Sierra 
Leone contains a. population of 87,000, of 
whom all except about 4,000 bear the 
name of Christians. About one-half of 
these are connected with the English 
Onurch Missionary Society, and the 
remainder are for the most part Wesleyans, 
It became a diocese in 1852, and may with 
xs much propriety be called Christian as 
England or the United States. It is no 
longer considered missionary ground, The 
church sustains itself, and the whole pe- 


ninsula is divided up into parishes, the 
same as England, each one having its own 
clergy, Sunday-school, and church council. 
The cost of all is met by voluntary sub- 
scriptions, as it has been for years.” 


—Regarding mission work in the island 
of Ceylon, a correspondent of the Calcutta 
Star in the East has this to say: “No 
part of our mission work in North Ceylon 
has been more fruitful in results, direct 
and indirect, than boarding-schools estab- 
lished for girls. Here fortunately the iron 
regulations of caste have been much broken 
in upon by the influence of Christianity 
and other causes, so that the state of Hindoo 
society permits our assembling the daugh- 
ters of families in almost any station of life, 
and of gathering together girls from any 
caste; nor is there any objection made by 
girls of heathen families, or their parents, 
against associating and eating with Chris- 
tians. As to the classes of the community 
who avail themselves of the girls’ boarding- 
schools, in the five schools of the northern 
province, two of which belong to the 
American Board of Missions, two to the 
Wesleyan, and one to the Ohurch Mission- 
ary Society, there are no Brahmin girls. 
Nor are there any of the non-caste element 
in these schools. Our girls are from the 
different castes which form what may be 
called the middle-class people, e pecially 
the Vellalas. They appreciate the advan- 
tages of these schools very highly, and there 
is always a number of applicants when any 
vacancies are to be filled up. I suppose 
that in the five Protestant girls’ boarding- 
schools in the northern province of Ceylon 
there will be not less than three hundred 
girls, ... As for results, they are very 
gratifying, Very few girls indeed pass 
through these schools and remain heathen. 
No coercion is used; they are merely 
taught and trained in a Chris‘ian way. 
Nearly all ask for baptism within a few 
months, or even weeks, after they are 
admitted.” 


PERSONAL. 


—The Rey. E. A. Danning, recently 
appointed to the Sunday-school secretary- 
ship of the Oongregational Publishing 
Society, made his first address in that 
capacity on January 9, at the Immanuel 
Sunday-school, Boston Highlands, Mass. 


—Mr. William H. Benedict, for now 
forty years superintendent of the Oongre- 
gational Sunday-school of South Norwalk, 
Connecticut, was ,on the occasion of his 
withdrawal from that position, presented 
by the teachers and scholars with an 
engrossed set of resolutions expressive of 
their appreciation of his long and faithful 
service. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subsoribers is 44,500 
copies, Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time, The wniform rate 
for ordinary advertisements is 20 cents per agate 
line for each and every insertion, excepting for 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate is 30 cents per line. Large extra editions, 
for special use, are printed during these months | "he 
in addition to the issue for subseribers. 


AN APPEAL FOR WEST VIRGINIA. 


Nine months ago I made an appeal for 
the Old Dominion, not having a single | * 
missionary in that State. 

I received, in response, pledges for the 
entire salary and traveling expenses of a 
missionary for one year. 

The Rev. William G. Olinger was 
employed, and is now at work with 
headquarters at Blacksburg, Montgomery 
County, Virginia. 





Having recently spent some time with 
missionary Olinger, I find he is doing a 





grand work for Ohrist and the children in 
that destitute field. 

We are now very anxious to put a mis- 
sionary in West Virginia. Although she 
has existed asa state only seventeen years, 
the last census gives her a population of 
618,193, The Macedonian cry reaches us 
from all classes, ‘‘Come over and help us, 
Wwe are just starving for the bread of life. 
Do let us have a Sunday-school mission- 
ary for West Virginia.” 

Who will respond to this urgent appeal ? 
We have the man willing, waiting, and 
anxious to labor in that inviting field, but 
the means are wanting. 

Those having money to invest generally 
ask three questions. Is it a safe invest- 
ment? Doesitpay ? Doesit pay promptly ? 
All of these requirements are fully met in 
the missionary werk of The American 
Sunday-school Union. 

“Remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to 
give than to receive,” Address, 

JOHN McCULLAGH, 
Superintendent of Missions, Southern 
Department, Henderson, Kentucky. 











SPECIAL NOTICES. 


“STEELE & MILLEL Holden, Mo., say: TheA. 8. T. 
Co. Tip gives immense satisfaction, and our sale of 
shoes having it upon them is rapidly increasing. | 


A CHANCE FOR OLD ANDO YOUNG! 


Agents wanted who can easily double their money 
Hacprots for one dozen boxes of the celebr..ted 
ey’s Carbolic Troches, the best preventive in 
the MF for Colds, Coughs, Sore Throst, Fasrponess, 
Croup, Dip. _— anda’ contagious diseases. Reco 
mended and prescr bed by the leading phy sicians 
in this conntry aud Kurope; also eb: re) yee teach- 
ers. travelers by rail, stage, steam horse-cars, 
Kapecially prescribed for children attending public 
schools in davger of con/agious diseases. Pleasant to 
the taste. Send 25c. furcircular ani trial box. Price 
+R dozen boxes (postage prepa a), $175. Remit in 
Gress e stamps, bank draft, or rey ce order. Ad- 
SOHN FP HENRY & Co , 24 College Place, N. Y 


- ‘THE INVENTOR’S INSTITUTE. 
COOPER UNION, New York City. 








PERMANENT 
EXHIBITION OF NEW INVENTIONS. 
Agency tor sale of Patent Rights, and for procuring 
and Bend for cire had in all parts of the worid. 
r circulars. 





rOUNG MEN AND WOMEN are Best fitted 
for i/fe when TuaINED for business at CHAMBE. 8- 
BURG (Penna ) BUSIN Ess COLLEGE. Enclose stamp. 


WEST CHESTNUT SJ. INSTITUTE, 


A Bomo-csheat for Young Ladies. 
Second term veins Feb. 1 ‘or «\ culars adress, 
Mrs. J. A. BOGARDUS Prin., 4:35 Chestnat 8t.,W. Philasa. 


ERS and all interested—send for circalar: 
the am. Vocal inet, wet 103 Waverly PIN Y. 


150 Picture Advertising Cirds given away for $1.00, 
c moprising =——_ gold and silver, chromos, 
comical etc. ; also 80 





cards 54c., or 50 cards with happy 
family set and other latest f. atures, or 35 very choice, 
samepriie. P >pularseries 60c. and 27c.. or B choicest, 
same price, 1'0 autumn See 52c. Furnish these cards 
rinted to orier to business men at reasonable rates, 
3e0. J B. . King, Printer, 105 Sommer st.. Boston, Mass. 


FALL MAP, C. 


Pa lestine, 
‘At the time of Christ, 


AND MAP CF JERUSALEM, 

40 x 60. Illustrates the International 8. S. Lessons. 

Large Bold J etters, Index. ‘able of distances ao, 9 

all places in N. I. shown. Countries col’d. Adnit- 

ted to be the largest, cheapest and best 8. 8. map pub- 

lished for the money, Sent TBP lon receipto price. 
uslin 





m paper....... $1.50. Muslin......... $2.50. 
Mounted and ERA on rollers only $8.50. 
Don*t fail to spor oy J. ternational 8, = Aen a Map, (C.) 


E(LERS PUB. 


2938 THOMAS. 8T., NT. HOUIS, M ae 


WSU ave 
oR COMPLETE 
On entire Bible. in one volume, ever published, Endorse- 


ments by 200 ablestscholars. Adapted to all; embodies latest 
research. Contains Life of St. John; tables ‘showing time of 
each patriarch , prophet ani king; authorship and dates of 
books of Lible; how the earth h was peopled from Noah; par- 
ables and miracles of O!d and New ‘estaments; the twenty- 
four Sermons of Christin their order; the eighteen miracles 
ofthe Aposties. 1020 pages. 475 illustrations, prise $3, TB se 
Extra terms, Selling fast. Agents making $: 400, 
amonth, Bre dicy Garretson & Co. Co., 06 N N. 4th St., Phila 


BOOK AGENTS WANTED 


SUNLIGHT ano SHADOW 
John B. 


Chis gran’ work —now the first time published: ie on 
lowing with tender othe spicy humor, and 1 things for all 
tis rn all r books three to one aay “Ga 
ousands are B waiting | i it, ond Reports 
teen lave Tig nt 96-85 ‘ ous core BF te 
agen wants 
x X Wher nine Tun on Saree Tere Tansvons Coxe 





AGENTS &, Pa a euay | ladies 
t 1 
WANTED soutn® ana’ west. BOSTON SUP- 


PORTER CO., 28 Winter Street, Boston, Mars. 


AGREAT OFFER! Se consi, 
AL aR Cy og Se 
HORACE WATERS & CO. Atk ¥ N.Y- 
10 Nice Concord Grape Vines, by mail, a" 
for SL. File order early 7 g shi ipmenta, 

a culars Sree. i Kerp,Chambersbure 
Seaeonheet he. Mention this paper, 














GET A BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER. 





“How the New Testament 


Came Down to Us.” 


By Prof. George P, Fisher, cf Yale Col- 
lege, a paper of the greatest interest and value 
to all students of the Bible, especially upon 
the eve of the publication of the New Revision, 
will appear in the 


Midwinter Number of 
Scribner's Monthly. 


The issue will be one of especial brilliancy 
containing a richly illustrated. paper on John 
La Farge, the American artist, whose recent 
church decorations have attracted such wide 
attention; Bjornstjerne Bjornson’s article 
on “*Norway’sConstitutional Struggles”? 
the first full account of ** Agricultural Ex- 
periment Stations,’’ by Uhas. Barnard; 
**The Music of Niagara,’’ an attempt to 
annotate the music of the mighty cataract, by 
Kugeue M. i hayer, organist, of Boston,—a 
paper of wide popular as well as musical in- 
terest; ** Thackeray’s Relations to Eng- 
lish Society,”’ by E. S. Nadal; ‘* Some 
Quacks,’’ a humorous paper by Rev. Ed- 
ward Eggleston}; etc., etc. A special point 
in the number is the first installment of 


“A Fair Barbarian.” 


A Novelette by Mrs. Frances H. Bur- 
nett, to be completed i in three issues. It is a 
“ Daisy Miller” story of a commotion created 
in a staid English town by a piquant American 
maiden, and is written in Mrs, Burnett’s best 
vein. The attractions of this number are many 
and varied, and it will fully sustain the reputa- 
tion of past Midwinter issues. 


First edition (122,00) for sale everywhere 
after January 20. Price, 35c.; $4.00 a year. 


SCRIBNER & CO., 743 Broadway, New York. 
IN THE FIELDS. 


BY 
E. M. HATHAWAY. 


A beautiful volume of beautiful poems, fresh 
and natural, full of the feeling of wood and 
flowers and sunny skies, 

Cloth, 16mo, $1.25. 


BOSTON : D. LOTHROP & COMPANY. 


Diary of a Minister’s Wife 


“It excels Mark Twain for genuine humor.” 

This is one of the most bumorous books of the pres- 
ent day. showing in a manner pleasing to ali readers 
the trials, tribulations, ex ectations, aud actual expe- 
riences of a * minster’s w.fe” in a country parish, 
The characiers represevt«d are true to life, and will 
doubtless bring to the mind of the reader remem- 
vrances of events and ind. viduals within their own 
knowledge. All m nist rs’ wives will red it, the 
Wives of a1 otber men wil see« for 't, and it w li cause 

oung men ané ma deus to lai gh till their +ides ache, 

t coutaius 64 pages, with : ands me e: graved cover. 
Price, 10 cents, sent by mail post-paid. Ask your 
bookamhe for it. or address 

. 8. OGILVI« & CO.. Publishers, 
39 Hose Street, New York. 


Every Superintendent Should Have it. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
ENTERTAINMENTS 


BY MRS, MARY B.C. SLADE. 
Containing exercises for 
CuBrorys® AND NEW YEAR's, 
ALM SUNDAY AND EASTER, 
pes bpd iy Par. 
MEMORIAL D 
hae Tht Frasers ty AND 
tUMN LEAF SUNDAY. 
And the thisnde SUNDAY- SCHOOL CONCER . 


The choicest and best colle ection for Sunday-scho >| 
ever published, 


Thearticle entitled ‘* How to Conduct at Sunday-school 


Concert” is worth the price of the bok. 
HENRY A, YOUNG & CO., Boston, Mass. 
To Sunday.School 
d- 
ents (and tosuch only) reprint of 
we are furn plug for ibraries at. 
ce on ne — ne 
AM. ACRICULTURIST. 
Price. list of 500 papers at same rates, free. 
| MORALS and Gentle Manners, 
age 
Publishers, Cincin» ‘a.1,Ohio Meution th's paper. 
prize for the be-t bs-ay calculated to counteract the 
complete, -Ouwpact and cogent argument. Essay 
enlar oon aloing particu ars to s. ©. BABTLETT, 




















1VOL, 146MO, PRICE, 0 CENTS. 
Sent by mail, postage paid ou receipt of price. 
A new Concert Exercise published every month. 
awe Send for our list, Samples seot for 5 cents each, 
e 
$1.25 Sent free to 8. 8. Superinten 
a $1.25. 8. library book, such as 
Se. each. & booksonut. Davip 
C, Cook, ytd aad i anata 
ONE YEAR, $1 00. 
DEA\S’S NEWSPAVER AGENCY 
“ais Box 06. Falis Village, Conn. 
GUO pottpsid, $125. Pea -lee’s Selections for 
Memoriging, 60 cents. Van Antwerp, Bi & Co., 
THE FLETCHER PHIZE OF $500. 
The Trustees of Dartmouth Co leze offer the above 
‘fatal co: formity with the world,” by setting forth 
The Perpetuct Obligation of the L rd’s Vay, in ac! = 
to eaceed 25) or at most 34 rages of 270 words Be 
andto be forwarded by March 1, '882, byt for cir- 


President of Dartmouth College. 
_Manoraa. N. H., Jau. i, 1881. 
hh ordering ‘goods, or in ‘making “inquiry 
ooncerning anything advertised in paper, 
you will oblige the publisher as well as the 
asp “Sa aes oa Se eae Se ears 
Sunday School Timea, 
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THIRTY-FIRST 


ANNUAL STATEMENT 


OF THE 


AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 


For the Year Ending Dec, 31, 1880, 


INCOMES, 














Premiums received during the year,....... , GO. 708.8 
Interest received from Iifvestments, "Rents. 
CB. ncveccsccedds vpsnasngoanepegeesonemsbnecss 206 816.01 
$461 581 23 
DISBURSEMENTS, 

Tif Tneee8 BONG. .ccccccecccscthtittecccccccce 217,096 90 
Endowmenis aud Annuities peid........... 11,198.89 
Traveling Ageuts and Commirsions....... 15,039.74 
Salaries and Medical Examiuations.. 18,421.00 
Taxes, Licenses, and Leg.1 a - a 21,689 65 
Printing, advertising, Stamps, ete..... .... 16,171.65 

Surreadered and Cauceled P. licies, Divi- 

deuds aud Notes voided by lapse of 
PORMGUEB. cocccsccceccnwsecscepecedsseceseoeses 325 332.03 
$625,749.77 

ASSETS, JANUARY 1, 1881. 

Mortgages upon Real Estate...............-. $1.393 551.90 
Stocks and Bonds, 5.8 067.00 

Real Estate, Office and ‘Properuies’ bought 
BO SOOUFO. Le MBs. ccvecccvccscccveccccocccces 066 18 
Loans on Collateral amply secured........ 254,110.00 
rremium Notes secured by Polici : ame ameigin 319 139.59 
Net deferred aud unreported P.em: ums. 18 624 81 
Cash on hand and iv Banks -........... 119.545.8383 
Accrued interest to Jauuary 1............... 38,708 74 
$8,431,813.03 

LIABILITIES. 

Reinsurance reserve at 4}¢ per cent......... $2,508 889.00 
Death Claims nov yet cue...... 0 


Funds veld in Trust............ 
Net premiums paid in advance 





Surplus as to Policy-holders................. 


58,509.90 





Number of Policies in force. 
Amount at risk 


GEORGE W. HILL, President. 
_JOHN 8. WILSON, Secretary and Treasurer. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
Fire Insurance Co., 











by sendingfor our mew tr ee CTY 


containing 280 Lliustr 
Catclogue and 


in Taciatote Front Coiffures. 
and mostcomr lete ~~ in its line ever 
blished ie the U. 8. No Lady and ne 
air Dealer should be without i 
. Mailed by HAUSSER & CO., 800 Grand 
° ' Goods sent &. U. w., priynege of returning 


ANDREW McMULLEN, 
WHOLESALE DEALER IN 
Broom Corn, Broom Handles, and Broom 
Manufacturers’ Machinery and Supplies. 
N. B.—F'ncy Painted Handles a § ty. 
__ 92 Union St., Schenectady, N.Y. | 


USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of 
The Sunday School Times in good condition, 
and have them at hand for reference, should 
use a binder. We can send by mail, postage 
paid, a strong, plain binder for $1.00, or a 
handsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These 
binders have been made expressly for The 
Sunday School Times, and are of the best 
manufacture. The papers can be placed in 
the binder week by week, thus keeping the 
file complete. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut Street, siete Anes 











In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publisher as well as the advertiser, 

stating that you saw the advertisement in The 
Bunday Bohoo Times. 








LESSON STUDY AT HOME. 


The new “ Question Leaf” is meeting a want long felt by superintendents 
and teachers, who have desired to increase lesson study at home. The questions 
are printed on writing paper (a separate leaf for each Sunday), and require 
written answers from the scholars. It does not take the place of other lesson 
helps, but is a valuable supplement to them. The leaf has been used for several 
months by some of the best Sunday-schools of Brooklyn and New York, and is 


sure to come into general use as soon as teachers learn its value. 
a few superintendents say of it: 





Here is what 


From George A. Bell, Superintendent of the Central Cong. S. 8. (Rev. Dr. Scudder’ s). 


“Bome we + ago there was a discussion in a meeting of Sunday-school superintendents, In this city, on 
the or ¥ ow can we increase the reading or study of the lessons in the homes of the scholars It 
was .ne almost universal testimony that the lessons were not studied and not often even read before the ses- 
sion of the schoolcommenced. An idea thrown out at the Mapaced developed into this experimental plan, 
A ‘Question Leaf’ was arranged with some simple questions, s to allow of an answer being written in 
after each question. One or two of the questions called for re outside of the immediate lesson, the refer- 
ences being given, thus necessitating the opening of the Bib : itself to get the answers. Tne replies were 
required to be written with ink, and this the scholar would have to do at home. Fach ‘ Question Leaf’ ended 
with the question ;: ‘Have vou read this lesson at bome? and each leaf was required to be signed by the 
scholar. The ex periment was tried by eight or nine of our active schools,and the result was so satis‘actory 


that it has been resolved tv continue it for the remaining Sabbaths of the quarter, including the Quarterly 
Review.” 


From D. W. Mc Williams, Superintendent of the Lafayette Avenue Preab. &. 8. (Rev. Dr. Cuyler’s). 


“The plan works well. I am rleased with what I see of is results in our school + Asa father, too, 
of four Sunday-schoo!l scholars, I am gratified with what the Question Papers lead to at home.” 


From the Rev. A. F. Schauffler. Pastor of Olivet Mission, New York. 
“Tn some of our classes results have been secured by this method which hav® been reached In no other way, 


&ch lars who never looked at the lesson have been 5 ee to study. 2 Parents have been led to help the 
child with its lessons, On the whole I feel the plan is good, 


From H. B. White, Superintendent of Mayflower Mission Svnday School, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


“We have used the Question Papers during this quarter with very satisfactory results. They bave induced 
more lesson st: dy at home by the s boiars, and excited an Interest in the le-sous among many of the parents. 
I often hear pow of the parents sitting down with their children to help study out the answers, that ihe right 
auswers may be written. 

Sinsilar letters are also in hand from Mr. Samuel Booth, Superintendent of the Hanson Place Methodist 
Church Sunday-school, Brooklyn; H. L. Piatt, Superintendent of Plymouth Church Sunday-schdol, Brooklyn 
G. A. Koos —- "ate of the Allen street Presbyterian Church Sunday school, New York; and the Rev. 

C, BH. Burr, 0 or 


These leaves will be publ'shed for 1881 by The Sunday School Times. and wiil be mailed, free of postage, at 
the rate of 80 cents per hundreda month 4 specimen leaf is given below. 


ADDRESS, JOHN D. WATTLES, — 725 Chestnut St., Philadelohia, Pa. 


SPECIMEN OF THE ide Lrar. 


Tax Sunpva 


LESSON IV, 


Copyright, 1, by 


, Tiers, 


QUESTION LEAF. 


Titie: THE BIRTH OF JESUS. Luke 2: 8-2) 


JAN, 23, 1081. 


Write the answers with ink, Return th: Leaf next Sund y. 


Memorize the Golden Text, Lukes: 74 


1. To whom, 
announced ? 


by whom, and where was the birth of Jesus 


2. What did the angel say he brought, and for whom ? 


3. What-great thing had happened in the city of David? 


4. What proof of his truth did the angel promise the shepherds? 


5. What was the’ song of the heavenly host ? 


6. What was found by the shepherds at Bethlehem ? 


7. What effect had their story upon Mary ? 


8. What did they do as they returned ? 


9. Why should we rejoice in the birth of Jesus? 


. Have you read this lesson at home ? 


Signed Class 


Teachers are requested to take ar se wh a : Leaf to every absent ‘anal ir of thelr dan. 


Price, by mail, postage aid ; 190 copies, one month, $ .89; 1 copies, one year, $5.60, 
Published at the office of Tie Sunpay ScHoon Times, 725 a hestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
Kautered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as sevond-clios tuail aaiier, 












HYMN SERVICE 


No. 2. 
By LOWRY, DOANE, and VINCENT. 
130 Songs; only $10 per 1003; 15 Cents 


each by Mail. 
is Issued to meet the 


HYMN SERVICE No, 2 "ismed,to meet the 


Sunday-school Song Book. It is 99 cheap that per- 
sous desiring new songs in leaflet form, can 

9 r¢ br) songs from it and paste them into other 

HYMN SERVICE N Contains an Index 

0. showing «at least 3 


Songs appropriate for each Lesson of the 
INTERNATIONAL SERIES FOR I88I. 
SEND FOR HYMN SERVICE No. 


BICLOW AND MAIN, 


73 ROHICAGO. Street, | 76 3 wen eet, 


Sterling Music Books, 


NEW ENGLAND CONSERVATORY METHOD 
FOR THE PIANOFORTE. 


In 8 parts; each, $1.50, or complete, $3.25. Thisisa 

method of established reputation, whith has been in 

contaat use in the great Conservatory, and is getti 

to be every where known and vaiu Has received 

deci*ed commendations from the best teachers. 
Dictionary of Musical Info 

Very convenient book of —— camer 


Grove's Dictionar: of Music and Musi- 
cians, 





Vol. 1, ($6.00,) grad encyclopaedia, 
Stainer and Barrett's Dictiou 
cal Terms, (Complete $5.00.) A rates Sad 
work, 


leleet < 


($2 00. 
Fugue. (e200) Two" Senaene Sar on My ey 
tion 


The Welcome Chorus, ($1) for Hien ee | 
and Song Bells (50 cts.) for GoMMON ScHuOLs, shou 
be in the miud of every tea her in) eed of new books. 

Johnson's New Method for Spee ih Ay 
By A.N. Jonson, Is unexcelled for ease, simp! 
and thoroughness. 

Temperance Li 12 cts.), ‘erance Uiee 

Jewels (35 cts.) aud Beanie = ran 
Beok (4 cis.), are our three best T ctnperance 
TRY THEM! 


Any bovk matled, postfr.e, for above prices 
OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 














©. H. DITSON & CO, J. KE. DITSON & CO, 
843 Broadway, New York. 1 1228 Chestnut St., Phila 






a SUI sions 


B Latest and Rest Singing Book. a 
i) Single Copy, 25 Cents, +" 


$2.40 per dozen, RS 











for xa wrnanio™* 


MUSIC 


24 CHOICE PIECES 36 Cts: 


With complete Words and Music. 
The usual price of sheet music is BO or BS sper In 

the two tatest copies of MUSICAL How KS will be 
found 12 new and beautiful songs, and 1% choive Lnsirumental 
pleces, all having complete words and music. In fact they are 
the same picces that are printed and sold singly at BSc. £acu. 
The high cost of music is due to the few sold of each piece and 
the large discount made to dealers. By printing 12 pieces in one 
issue of the Musical Hours and sending off many thousand every 
month, we are enabled to supply two copies, each containing 
32 p jeces,—vocal and instrumental, 
123-cent stamps. 





by the best composers for 
This Magazine has an elegant engraved cover 


printed in two colors, and is the handsomest ‘cal Monthly 
ihe World. Terms per year $1.50 ree musical 
pe@iame. Two of the latest copies (e 24 complete 
Mian yooss) sent pont-paid for op oman ps. Ww. 


andson & Co.. 25 T * Boston. 


7 PALMS OF VICTORY. 


FFOR 10 CENTS WE WILL MAIL 
TO YOUA COPY OF THIS NEW 


MUSIC BOOK BY HS.PERKINS 8.J.M.HUNT 


FOR SUNDAY. SCHOOL:REVIVAL MEETINGS 











Jt CASUMNER & CO = 


COLORED DESIGNS, Stadt SR SEN 


PRIN 








ERIS. 
NEC 


td <M TAY 0 
wer 
REPARED EXPRES: 








it~ the Order of Service, found in The Scholar 
Quarterly. Issued In leaflet form at 75 cents pe 


hundred. No extra charge for postage. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL, TIME es Published weekly 








pe 9 copies to one 
« ton to 19 copies to one ad 
® copies or more lo one 





-o- 
cneeeacesncee “ 


irectiy to 
this cane, however, the papers ors ca sium algo 
a pagal raciub m 
one ithe the # subscription must not eer 
leas than one mont 
‘Additions may be made at any time toa cinb, 
same rate at which the —= -_ 
authorized to subscribe an 
a hh 
0} ord 
rata tor the time of their oe a — 





B... for a club, whether & package 
one addrem, oF sent ‘po separate an LT. — of 
yh of the 


the club will be dieson tinued at 
subscription. 


to have the poy gia ng 
d pe gl 4 

it sent, but also one to 

addresses should include 


aes oe 


THE WEEEMLY LESSON L LEAF, A separate lea: for 


100 copies, one mon $ 0 

one year - 7.20 
than 100 copies at same rate. Orders not taken 
for leas than one mo apg 








THE THE SCHOLARS QUARTERLY, | 00 Contains the Les- 


beautiful 
pictures dele op tery) music, etc., etc. et See. 
QUATTETS).. nee -ccceaneee $25.00 
eoiecon copy wade peas i quarters) ......... eoce . 
100 coptes hree mont (one QUBrter)..nccece-- 6.25 
Under 10 copies, three months, each e 


THE QUESTION | LEAF, A separate leaf for each 
ada’ on writing paper aod requiring 
written answers to questions on the lesson. 
ee oe copies. oF one month............. 80c. 
year........ acseeee 98 60 
Tess al 100 copies at same rate, Orders not taken 
for less than one month, 


GREAT BRITAIN, 
ronony H Cerwil send Te Arnriosn Sunday sahocl 
Ronee, Pew Sees, ra year, to any address [n Great 
sold’ or alt une principal 
) aul, also The Scholars’ . Price fourpence 

ADVERTISING RATES. 
aut aniform rate for vertisements is 


per agate fue (14 lines of, inch), each Thy 
tion, s whether for one time or mate, 0 asey eng for tee 


ie cetera aoe cqeereant 
‘or each | on, and for 8; o cee (oli agate) 
© aor ooposreing Be ng oF Advertisements 
should be pddressed | to -" 
JOHN D, WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut 8t., Philadelphia 


“Alp TO SCHOOL DISCIPLINE. 


Reward Oards, Blackboarda, al! styl s for Home 
and Scho >| use. GI bes, Maps Charts En a aaa 
Siating, D istiess Crayons, Gymnaatic and Kinde 
tev Ma'erial.eto., etc Deserlotive circulars, Ramp rf 
eae ir TANS ste. mel free. Address, wet Ae 
\ )., Gener Furnishers, eo 
Boud Street. New York, 


URTOSITIES, Small box of Sea Shelis sent to 
an BS sek rf 10 ce 


8 G THOMPSON, DN JP, d& 00,, ..S8outh Haven Ct. 


BOYS’ CLOTHING 


Merchant Tailors, 


F, A. HOYT & CO., 


SOUTH-WEST CORNER 


Chestnut and Tenth Streets, 


PHILADELPHIA. 
A Large Stock of Fine Piece Goods for 
Gentlemen’s Wear, 





Our stock of READY-MADE GOODS (now 
ready for examination) is not only of finer 
Spaterials, but better made than those of any 
other establishment, 


We have selevted in Paris several new styles 
for LAD'ES’ OVER-GARMENTS, Riding 
Habits made to order, 


Please call and examine before purchasing. 


to your offer to new subscribers 


HOWTO INTRODUCE THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES TO FRIENDS 


A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receive 
the paper for three months on trial, and encloses herein 25 cents to pay for the same, according 


OOP eT ETO Oe SECT ESICI Cel rier iii Tir rr rite eT rT TTT 


Slale.....cerecsesees de sdedowedececvede PPIIITTTitrittiTiiiiiriiTiiriiriiiii ee seccee ° 



















A NEW 


pep ain, Hen 





Maney an BR 


(This blank for use only by American subscribers.) 






" A$ il rants’ and Nervous Disorders, 
ACTS DIRECTLY upon the pret mesvousend cxganto centres, 
and cures by @ natural process of revi 
F ecreo REMARKABLE “GURES, which are 
racting ene attenti 


d HAS BEE Va., NYSED By Dd. Rate 
have veer 2 eae be benetited and to eee “we refer by permission. 
Ss A) i 


re its oT an i en jay 

and intel gence,” — Lut. 

tained by this new treatment seern more like miracles than ceses of natursl 
oa Arthur's es 


SY OET resul 
Paik if Ox EN. HO ME “TREA ATMENT < contains two months’ supply, 
al ns Aid a Fall meonons 50 J tae th nist ddan ove 
tise oun xygen, " 
on Compr 1 Ox; ving t ory of t 


LR | of ween ~ 


ADMINISTERED. BY INHALATION. i100 and PT CaN SphALEN nn, Pa. 


EATMENT for ¢ Spray tion. Astamns 
Bronchitis, Catarrh, Dys« 
dache, D+ bility, Neuralgia, Kheumatisa, 


; Zebn J. Keane, Bishop of 

Arthur, and others, who 
ORS ED: “ We have the most unequivocal 
many pe rsons of high character 
n Observer, “The cures which have been ob. 


tak ia no doubt as to the genuine 
ent.” —Boston Journal of Commerce, 





two 


Yworbiada pe arl,7 dc. 
Knife, 8 i. ° ‘lustrate 4 


Discount to 
















Poet biade, Dos extra strong two-biade, made for hard service, and blades tested, 7é 
Gent's fine three-blade S13 Pruner's, oil -temperec 
jealers, Sample ofs six-inch Hand-Forged ButeherK nif 


AN OLD-FASHIONED KNIFE 


MAHER & GROSH, 
28 Monroe 8t., Toledo, Ohio, 

@ Warrant every blade of their good 
ito be hand-forged from Kasor Steel 
and will replace /ree any that prove 
soit or flawy. Cut shows exact size 
of our medium two-blade, price 
[ee ae 5Oc.,or Sm: blade, 2Sec.: 
stron +4 one-blad ©, 35c.3 extra 
=| dies’ one-biade, 25c.; 
and test St. Honting 

ane 
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Clinton H. Meneely Bell Company. 


Successors to Meneely & Kimberly, BELL FounDERS 
Troy, N. Y., manufacture a superior quality of Belis 
attention | gree to Church Bells. ga Cata 
logues sent free to parties needing belis. 





BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 


Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches, 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, etc, FL LLY 
WARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 

VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, O. 






Church Sets Complete 
$35 to $500. 


Delivered free anywhere within the New Eng- 
land and Middle States. 50 Styles in Stock, 
Pews, Settees, Cushions, Chairs, Lecterns, yonts, 


Altars, and Tables, of tne most approved rms, 
Photographs and price list mailed free it Sepited te for. 


Paine’s Furniture Manufactory, 


i (UaNaL aud id: bileans END STS.. Koswo, AL ans. 


PAAPAN! STEEL 


ESTERBROOK’S sess 






The most Popular Pons in use. 
For Sale by all Stationers. 


THE ESTERBROOK STEEL PEN CO., 
Works, Cam Camden, N. J. 26 John St., New York. 


J ., L0On KING 
t 














The © Best Skate Ever Invented. ; 

4 Te ANAT yg ey Dexter, 
SCROLL SAW "TOOL Rogers, &e 
gns, anc ws. 


Ss, 
with yey Tools. Lowest ESQt PE CRESTS: 


TALLMAN & McFADDEN, 607 Market St, Philada, 


INVALID ROLLING CHAIR. y | 


A pein bon a 
A Priceless boon J 
te these , wae are 
vg | 
Fon. A. H, Ste phens, a 
»M. G. and hundreds ‘ 
of others nse the: a. oy 


end for ¢ 



















Mail orders solicited, 


- GET A BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER. 


~ GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1878. 
BAKER’S 


BROMA 


2 Is a combination of the Cocoa- 
Nut with other ingredients, in. 
vigorating and agreeable alike to 
invalids and persons in health. 
To the sick it ylelds a delicate 
and tempting beverage, when 
other nourishment is unpalatable 
and indigestible. As a dict for 
children it is invaluable. 





Sold by Grocers everywhere. 

W. BAKER & Co., 
Dorchester, Aass, ; 
BARLOW'S | | Tux Famicy Wasa Buus. 
For Sale by Grocers. 

} {| D, 8S. WILTBERGER, Prop. | 
INDIGO BLUE! 23 N. Second Street. Phila., Pa 
- y . meer ra nae nn 
Ladies’ Hat and Bonnet Cover 
Can be instantly attached, and is conformable to any 
shape or style of hator bonnet, and forms a perfect 
protection against rain. Is made of gossamer rubber ; 
elahs only haltan ounce. Is nacked in a neat pocket 
case much smaller than a late’ monnais “oss 
but a trifle, and wil sav many dollars. 


addy, 
Sample by mail 35 cents; 4 Pree 44 (0. Large discounts 
to aaeny \ Covers for nts’ ail silk 5 bere, Poh g mail. 


AMERICAN 
City Minis. Norfolk Co., Masa, 








BEST 
IN THE 
WORLD 

for Mand 


ao 
MACHINE 


Rlewing. 


New York i Bhossina) 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION executed with prompti 
tude and taste. References in all parts of the couutry 
Circu ars, giving Let o> ay eet, al by ad 
dresing aros 

Pp. rh box Pty New? York “9 


LIQUID PAINTS, ROOPING, 





St 








‘ASBESTOS 


Steam Pipe & Boiler Coyerin Steam Packing, 

Mill Boare 1, She eathing, Fire na Coatings, &c. 
» Descriptive Price List, 

H.v'- Jos MNS ey F'S co. ‘87 ee LANE N.Y 





KEYSTONE State pee Pienbpene Wor 


SUNTL MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all other 
Slate and Soapstone Work on hand or made to order, 
JOSEPH S. MILLER, Manufacturer. 

Office and Salesroom ; 1210 Ridge Avenne. 


Factory: 1211 & 1213 Spring teseen St., Philada. 
Send for or Mustrated Catalogue an db PricenLiat 


~_dnordering goods, erin maling jaquary con: 
rerning anything advertised in this paper, you 

vill oblige the publisher, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you sav the advertisement 








in The Sunday School Times, 


WORTH REPEATING. 


—_——— 


THE ANSWER. 


[From Tholuc’’s Version of the Persian of Jelad-ed- 
Deen, by Dr. J. F. Clarke.) 


“Allah, Allah, eried the sick man, racked 
with pain the long night through ; 

Till with ye r his heart grew tender, till his 
lips like honey grew. 


But at morning came the Tempter ; said, “ Call 
louder, child of pain! 

See if Allah ever hears or answers, ‘Here am 
I, again.” 


Like a stab the cruel cavil through his brain 
and pulses went ; 

To his heart an icy coldness, to his brain a 
dark ness sent, 


Then before him stands Elias; says, ‘‘ My child, 
why thus dismayed ? 

Dost repent thy former fervor? Is thy soul of 
prayer afraid ?”’ 


“Ah!” he cried. “I’ve called so often; never 
heard the ‘ Here am I ;’ 

And I though®, God will not pity; will not 
turn on me his eye.” 


Then the grave Elias answered, ‘‘ God said, 
* Rise, Elias; go, 

Speak to him, the sorely tempted; lift him 
from his gulf of woe. 


“Tell him that his very longing is itself an 
answering cry 

That his prayer, “Come, gracious Allah,” is 
my answer “ Here am I.” 


sat inmost aspiration is God’s angel unde- 


And i a every “O my Father” slumbers deep 
‘Here, my child.” 


THE STUDY OF ENGLISH 
LITERATURE. 


[A letter to a young student by James T. Fields, in 
The Harvard Register. } 


You asked me if, in my introductory re- 
marks to a lecture delivered last week at the 
Hawthorne Kooms, I said that the study of 
the Greek and Latin languages might be 
omitted at school or college, and English sub- 
stituted. No, my young friend, I said no such 
thing. I simply said this: Do not neglect 
English ; give earnest attention to your own 
language, and learn by all means to read, 
speak, and write it correctly, whatever else 
you may neglect. I said that the study of 
Latin would especially aid you in acquiring 
an accurate knowledge of English. Study all 
the languages possible, and be sure that your 
own tongue shall have the strongest hold 
upon you. I said it was grand to witness the 
onward march of the sciences, and to enjoy 
in our day and generation that divine philoso- 
phy which is neither harsh nor crabbed ;_ but 
a plea for the more general study of English 
literature was never out of place anywhere. 
[ believe I said that some of our schools and 
colleges have suffered from a too-long neglect 
of that wholesome literature which was con- 
ceived and written in the language that we 
were all born to speak. I remember hearing 
Walter Savage Landor say of a certain British 
author, He has written excellent English,— 
a language now growing obsolete,” 

“The chief glory of every people,” said 
Dr. Johnson, “arises from their authors.” 
England has many glories to boast of, but of 
nothing more glorieus than her literature: 
that alone gives her supreme grandeur among 
al! the nations younger than Greece or Pales- 
tine. 

I wish it were possible to put into words 
my own feeling with regard to English litera- 
jture,—to its inspiration, its beauty, its impor- 
tance, its value, its ever-during power. It is 
great, if for no other reason than because 
Shakespeare, Milton, and Wordsworth are its 
native authors, When I am asked to describe 
its worth to the world, I simply reply, ““ Ham- 
let, and Paradise Lost, and the Ole on Im- 
roortality, are all written in English.’ When 
a literature has produced The Faerie Queene, 
and The Hyperion, and The Excursion, it 
surely takes rank among the highest. That 
was a good reply of Dr. Johnson, when they 
asked the sturdy old lover and maker of Eng- 

lish whether he did not think Burke resembled 
Cicero. “ No, sir,” growled Johnson, ‘ Cicero 
resembles Burke, sir!” For one, I do not 
believe, with many modern teachers, that the 
proper study of mankind or womankind is 
French, or Sanscrit, or Chinese; but, so far 
as we at least are concerned, it is Eng!ish—or, 
at any rate, English first. I find the seeds of 
immortality as thickly sown in English litera- 
ture as in any other. The greatest and the 
purest have written in it; and you canrot 
have, in this or any other ‘world that [ ever 
heard of, anything better than the best. If 
you name to me for admiration, Goethe iu 
Germany; Dante, Boccaccio, and Petrarch in 
Italy ; Molidre, Racine, and Voltaire in France; 
Cervantes and Calderon in Spaio,—I_ mar- 
shal in brilliant array against them all the 





undying names of Chaucer, Spenser, Shake- 
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speare, Milton, Bacon, Burke, Weber, | 
Walter Scott; Shakespeare against them all, 
and, as the boys say in arithmetic, “two to 
carry.” If Shakespeare’s plays had been 
written in a dead language, shouid we not all | 
be studying that language, if only for the 
mrpose of reading those dramas? “ Yer, | 
ut,” says rome easy, indolent scholar, “ life | 
is not long enough to read all one would like | 
to.” I answer, “ Life is long enough to read 
whatever is essential in every literature, un- 
less we are like the youth who once said to | 
me in serious and saddening earnest, ‘I | 
read only to pass awiy time.’” A more dis- | 
heartening and hopeless sentence than that I 
never remember to have heard from human 


Manv years ago David Hume told Gibbon | 
not to write his history of Rome in any one 
of the Continental langnages, as Gibbon 
threatened to do but to publish it in English; | 
* Because,” said Hume, “our solid and in- | 
creasing estab/ishments in America promise a 
superior stability and duration to our mother- | 
tongue.” Seventy years after this advice was | 
tendered and accepted, an accom plished Ameri- | 
can scholar, our then minister at the Court of | 
St. James, remarked at the Royal Literary | 
Fund dinner in London, that the language | 
which carries Shakespeare and Milton to the 
world, carries representative government, the 
trial by jury, and freedom of the press; and 
when that same voice, speaking afterwards to 
an assembly of American citizens, told them 
that Burke’s divine words on Couciliation 
with America exceeded, in his judgment, 
everything in the form of elcquence that has 
come down to us from Greece or Rome, Mr. 
Everett knew, as he always did, what he was 
saying, and spoke from a full knowledge of 
the worth and durability of his native tongue. 
“Tf you wish to know what can be done with 
a full freighted command of larguage,” raid 
Lord Brougham, “ read the works of Benja- 
min Franklin, a man who bore the second 
part in founding one of the greatest empires 
in the world.” One of our most thorough 
edrcators, George B. Emerson, said long ago, | 
“Our own English literature is probably, | 
taking all things into consideration, the richest | 
of all literatures. Become fully ‘acquainted | 
with it if possible; it will take you many | 
years, bnt the time will be well and most | 
pleasantly spent ; and in obtaining this knowl 
edge you will necessarily become acquainted | 
with the leading thoughts of the best thinkers | 
upon al! the most important subjects in morals, | 
taste, criticism, history, philosophy, poetry, | 
theology, antiquities, and philanthropy, that | 
have occupied the minds of men. 

Eighty millions of people now speak the | 
langnage of the Bible, and Milton, and 
Wordsworth. The intellectual and moral | 
life of the world is now stimulated and in- | 
formed throngh the English tongne. Shake- 
speare is said to use fifteen thousand differ- 
ent words, and nearly all of them are now in 
daily requisition. 

Asone the reasons why English literature 
should be especially studied by all young 
persons is that from the earliest epoch it has 
kept close to Nature. It has always been 
intivate with the forest, the wild flowers, 
and green grass. It is full of exquisite 
touches from the soil. When Guidon is look- 
ing up a wife for his pupil, Math says, “ We | 
will seek, I and thou, by charms and illusions, | 
to form a wife for him ont of flowers.” So 
they took the blossom of the oak, and the 
meadow-sweet, and the blossom of the broom, 
and produced from them a maiden, the fairest 
and most graceful that ever man saw; and | 
thev baptiz d her, and gave her the name of | 
“Flower Aspect.” 

Eng lish literature has always been true to 
the purity and pathos of the Christian relig- 
ion. It does noteseek to take from under us 
something mightier than ourselves, and leave 
us in its stead empty nothingness, mere obliv- | 
ion, and unronnd rhetoric. Compared with | 
every other literature, there is very little in | 
it that is grossly impure, or ugly, or violent. | 
Its inspiration has n drawn largely from | 
the “brook that flows fast by the oracles of | 
God.” Hence its permanent hold on the, 
affections of mankind. From its beautiful | 
pages we may all learn piety, and benevolence, | 
and simplicity, and abstinence from evil deeds 
and evil thoughts. It is not the literature of | 
despair; it is the literature of aspiration and 
reverence. 

These are some of the reasons why I 
especially commend to you the reading and ; 
the study of English letters. One of the 
most sensible, condensed, and convenient | 
mannals that has appeared for a long time is 
the Rev. Stopford Brooke’s most admirable 
treatise on English authors, published in 
London a little over three years ago. In 
the compass of two hundred pages, I do 
not know where exists so much valuable mat- 
ter with reference to any literature. It isa 
model of condensation and accuracy; and, 
with that book in existence, there is no ex- 
cuse now for ignorance concerning authors 
who have added their genius to a language 
we are born to speak and to read. More 
elaborate treatises have been published on 
English literature, but nothing more con- 





venient, nothing more positively perfect. | “ 
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THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER 
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Not too Late for Clubs. 


If you have not alrcady formed a ciub for The Sunday School Times in your school it is not too late to begin the matter now. Even if the teachers of 
your school are supplied with some other periodical, quite likely a number of them would be glad to join you in subscribing at low rates for such a paper as 
The Sunday School Times. If you prefer it you can subscribe for three or six months at the yearly rate. As many specimen copies as you need will be sent to 
you free of charge. 
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Terms of Subscription.—From 1 to 4 copies, $2.00 each. From 5 to 9 For twenty-five cents per copy in addition to the foregoing club rates, the 
copies, in a package to one address, $1.50 each. From 10 to 19 copies, in a| papers will be mailed directly to the individual addresses of the members of & 
package to one address, $1.25 each. Twenty copies or more, in a package to|club. In this case, however, the papers for a club must all go to one post-office, 
one address, $1.00 each. No charge for postage. pony will be taken | and the subscription must not be for less than one year. The papers for the 
fur auy portion of a year at yearly rates. While the papers for a club at above | entire club must be sent either to the individual addresses (at this additional 
rates must be sent in a package to one address, the pu lisher requires that each | charge of 25 cents per copy), or else in a package to one address. The pa 
ciub subscription be accompanied with the names and addresses of the persons| cannot be sent partly in a package to one address and partly to individual 
who are to use the paper. addresses. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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